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On Comparison between Chinese and Western Tragic
Arts and the Development of Chinese Tragic Art

WANG Xiao-chu
( Scientific Research Office of Chongging Three-Gorges University, Chongging 404000, China)

Abstract : Chinese and Westem tragic arts have different morphologies due to their respective social background and cultural tradition. The latter is a kind
of lofty one which affirms human will of life, while the former is a kind of moral one which lands human radiance of ethic. After the development in A Dream of
Red Mansions and the novels of Su Manshu, Chinese tragic art in the living tragedy of the May 4th movement period(1919) negates ignorance of novel characters
through grat contrast of the actions and living surroundings of tragic characters. Resisting tragedy at the same period affirms and upholds self-lives and individuali-
ties of tragic characters through continuous resistance of misery. Although there is still difference between the resistance of China and Westem tragic characters, it
marks & significant evolution of Chinese traditional tragedy toward the modem one.
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