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is in line with the belief that throughout the history of man’s religions,
the dead have been the recipients of offerings from the living. In an-
cient Greece an entire group of offerings was consecrated to the dead;
these were libations of milk, honey, water, wine, and oil poured onto
the grave. In India water and balls of cooked rice were sacrificed to
the spirits of the departed. In West Africa, offerings of cooked grain,
yams, and amimals are made to the ancestors residing in the Earth.
The point of such offerings is not that the dead get hungry and thirsty,
nor are they merely propitiatory offerings. Their fundamental intention
seems to be that of increasing the power of life of the departed. The
dead partake of the life of the gods (usually the chthonic deities) , and
sacrifices to the dead are in effect sacrifices to the gods who bestow
never — ending life. BTV, #4275 1¥F 4 “a libationer” ASHERH
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