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A Pragmatic Analysis of the Dialogues between Pao-yu and Tai-yu

in the Light of the Conversational Implication
SUN Hong-li, TANG De-xin
( Department of Foreign Languages, Beifing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Beijing 100083 , China)

Abstract: After about twenty years’ application and development, the conversational implication theory has become one of the most impor-
tant theories in conversation analysis. Although new theories have appeared after it, it still has its advantages and potential in analyzing conver-
sations. And A Dream of Red Mansions represents the highest achievement of Chinese classical novels. To analyze the dialogues between Pao-
Yu and Tai-Yu in the light of Conversational Implication makes the analysis more objective, and enables us to understand the characters’ be-
havior, psychological changes, their personality, and the change of the relationship among the characters in this novel more deeply. Hence,
we can perceive in a more profound way the social significance of the novel and the author’s outstanding writing skills. Finally, it can be seen

from this analysis that the theory of Conversational Implication can also be applied to literature dialogues.
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