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On Origin of the Word Jiaohua’s Meaning of Beggar
XI Jia
(School of Literature , Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Jiachua’ s meaning of beggar came from Jiachua, a buddhist term, meaning moralizing. Because the “receiving almsgiv-
ings” is often a concomitant with Jiaohua ( moralizing) activities, the word Jiaohua, therefore, gradually obtained the meaning of receiv-
ing almsgivings in such a cultural background, and, accordingly, such meaning also gradually became into a new semantic component
deviating from its original meaning of moralizing. The process of the word meaning evolvement went as: in the beginning, the meaning
referred to the activities which involved both moralizing and received almsgivings. Then it could be used to refer to receiving almsgiv-

ings alone, but still used as a Buddhist term. Finally it became a popular word meaning cadging that could be done by monks or worldly

persons. In Yuan dynasty, the word brought about the noun’ s function that meant beggar.
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