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Children’ s Cognitive Understanding of Metaphors
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Abstract: This paper studies children’ s cognitive ability on understanding Chinese metaphoric idioms based on statistical analysis
after an empirical experiment. It' s proposed that such ability develops along with children’ s growing - up process. And those little kids of
6 to 8 years old are relatively weak in this metaphoric ability smee they can only understand most of the literal meanings, while those chil-
dren of more than 10 perform a better understanding by unconscious mapping between different cognitive domains. In addition, this paper

also studies the reasons of children’ s failure of metaphoric understanding from the aspects of society, family and textbook.
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BRI R RE— MBS BHTFER, EE B4
ANHIH R (Lakoff G & Johnson, 1980), ¥E B ¥ 4 1%
B, ATTEES R B T F R AR Ak AR
B e BIXMELLE XS, BT — A
MAZEAERBRKIARM TR, HEEIEED,
Ui ACRERIENTEIAHET BW, hEw F A
FEUG LEME L A RS A E 3 B L, Sk R L
EHU) B (RS | SCEL X S A, SE AL TE S AT,
A AT EANT, S ERET REFRAEENH
Fo BINEMBEFERMIESEAIILEREERS
AEMETRA, 5| SF A BB ISR SRS,
i B H AR AT U, AZRIS 3 B AR M

BHRXFE W ILERMIEMEEN RROTIRE
Z,MRERBWEFRRSE .. BEMPIFRIAN, L
HP AR N BLES M, BN NB 2ZIE
A &I (Ortony, A., 1975) ; JERMBFFRNINR, 7E
FEFL T, W5 F4h) L B i B 24518 24 A Basai A A1
fE7(Vosniadou, S and Ortony, A, 1984) ., FHEEHF3T
INHILERMIAMGE I BN ERER R, §—Fr B
B HEMZES](Asch & Nerlove, 1960) , fh{jd5H JLE

* IrRE H#9:2005 -09 -02
ESWH  HERREHRERFTOHELTE (2004A021)

FRMIASN R A P B B - 52 T & X (literal meaning)
B EX MAEF T B X (non — literal meaning) BYE%, 5 4h
AU RILEN RN ERE T SE — %R
EHAETAR, L RN B EFEHRETRE, b
AR ILERMIAAE MR RSB EIELEEM
A EHBRPERIFFE (Keil, 1986) , Huin Keil (1986) BF
FEIAEWSHEME “The car was dead” B JLE , A —EBE
5 XA “The idea bloomed” B S, EHM X XHE AL
HARXE 2 ¥ H R A FBE ) 4 T 3 — A B B
Winner, Rosenstiel & Gardner(1976) 1L 6.7.8.10,12
014 B LENXT R, ET R A NE B X R E)
FEEILERMIANE NN AR, LR &
ZEMERTAE, X IREAR BB AN A 3k, Bk
XATEES, Z T e LA T A A (1) FTEER,
Pl A EERRBRES, MIBREEN A
3k 5 (2) ¥rgi (metonymic) , JLE R P FHUM T R K
AR, NG sy, M R B A
SKEISSW MBI TAE” ; (3) IR rokam, JLER K
FEMTRMAECE, BREBIEREMEL, tbins
R YR BRIERMULA " ; (4) EIERBAM, BIJL
HIER R T E AR, B R PO 2w, SR

TEE®T  REHO954 - ) B ERA, ERRFSMEEFEB B, 802, A B0, FEMINER T FISE T #IT.
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RN AL AR,

AR ILEBRMIAFEE S & B BT IR 4 , Siltanen
(1986) SEREBUA[E M I BB TIHFEA—HH
R, XEHRITCRAMERNSGHWKER“A R B,
MASCRANAR X ME RSN, A BN
HFE A BRETEEARIEERE .

A SO B M 3 R B R S e, B
BRE. BuEMBEmEe, MU E—FiEE L,
WR—FASSAFIR, B AR — A A2 s
(source domain) SRIEMF 75— MAFIRE B AR ( target
domain) , Y53 5 &E 43 45 = BR 59 ( mapping ) 3| H 47 3§
|k, 348 2 FL 4> B /% ( Lakoff G & Johnson, 1980),
VE R AETE 360 FEARTE B B0E A SR 2 BRSO , X A
RHAFE B W RAEF: QI B G RMERS A
BRRIFAA (RAETT ,2000) o MR T A 130 BT 40 By
BARAEENESEW, TR NMITFIBE B —
BRI F — B, FIWT R AR E R R B B A
H_EARUMEAA B (8%, 2004) , B LA - X SR
HERY AR RT LA SPE R R Y, R A e s iR
RNFFIE, BRI - # FR A FERRM (dead metaphor)

BUEVE RN — TR AR, EDUE D 26 . &
FHRIMBAERE JLE L5 FH— BA Bt
BIRLE , (ER ALY JLERRMIRE S — H = WA MBF
H. NEEARFHRBETELE, AT BREFIET
Bt Al ERMITE S 28 T ¥ 78 (RIE,2003) , ™
THF(2001) IR RFFIF RN H D R ERB N H
N e it e THE NS, Bk, SIENJL
HEHET IR 2E S ATE I S A7 0 6 A B R
BOIEYR? ANSRAE, JLEEXT #E M B BUE A AT R
EFMRLRE? B RERMEILEXNHEER
MR FIAFIRE S 7 X EEAAFFRAIR .

AR AR ABE JLEF & F Rt s N iE
BREVFSE , B B M7 T LEX B ISR
BIA S & R s A IR LE BRI R B
HIRZ 0 BN 38 DA B X B B 35 SR RN o

—FiE

(—) &k

HRUE VLIRS, 5B &2 m N, N BRTiT 8137
HESOHE 6 2.8 %10 F 12 & JLEA 20 A,
3£ 80 A, XL JLESE I RRIEH , WEEZ THLEKY
INEEE .

(=) ##

REGAZ RN BRI R, AR T IF
TREBMMIBEFEZFEE ERNRmMERE, LR
AR 25 Wl FEIRI DTS (pilot study) H7, £ 25 )
B eyt BT BRI AL IA) 4 , 38 S0 (L K¥ A4S, B W
> BT — R, BT A 5 e R\
XLy, T AL ATET TR . AR —H IR
[R]AR, (5] 4% 2538 BT LAS| He 8 22 0 300 Ak A Ath B vy
&, 250 HMER T KE S ILEA G U35 0 E i
W, s BT e ae St 20 W), Kb aE 5 MR
AP HIT B A/NRK SRR PR 2k —
B FBRIER T\ — IR, — i dR
B AGEE, IGATH G R UTE AT, i 5 ERFI; 12
BEPE, FIALAGHREN, S8 5E8%
INFE , RAESER = T RERE, I EER; ¥4
/NI S, R R SRR ENE TR
THRE L BEES; M Tk, EXWB A

FIRIRBEEX 20 NS, A PR B 7= RE =
BERILEMBBAIT R E SR Rk JL
ERFRROER.

XTFILETEHER , /EH ST Winner, Ro-
sensitel & Gardner(1976) i Fi 07 T 35 X HE M DR 8
BBy 3L IE B BRI YN R . SR T R A A< ST BT R
FIKSUEH AR “A B B"HIBES &M, TR £38
B AR E AR R, AR I T 7 1m 8 MR
TE A BRRIIX P E R R g HE A i BERR BB 4y B 2R
NTEBERAEHNERNER T, LEFPYLEDS
. REEBEA SNSRI LE ST, AR
BEPE TP T FE X — AN IE B S, A e — N
BEXFENRIEE XL (BRGE A —MNEFRMRIE
BN FRREFAIBRMITE

(E) B 5AFEUABIRHSHATE

[R)ERBER ST B T “AHE” BRI, ILEST AR
TR AR BB AT IURP . (1) 451RMFHE X,
e« A/ K BB AR N AR/, BAR K5 (2) 1
BEX, Rz R N R B HE AT ;
(3) SR BURRRT , SN F T 2R, (H R M RR4ER. L
IR " MR N F B E R, NBUH R (4)
HIEMBRmR . RIS SRS NTFEEXMEIE
B ds, RAAMICHFTFEWT REZIC0 9,4
RFEMBEXE 0 43, FHEE XIC 1 4, 451831 0
47, BLIERIBRMIE 2 43 PINLE R KE¥IBESFRAUIR
KR EIARPRHEMETT IR Sy . BRTEE X S F
AT VNG A TEE B9 53 30K Spearman #H K R E N
0.89(p <0.01) , L AKEMIEE, BILAGE —HHby
THERSE

(w)#25

AT RR AT AMAMIES | 38 3 P AL =R A
BT AR A2 T A S B AR R IR .

WRIESP R AT, B — R ERNER, &
T VE) SE R ik A S R AR, FH b T B R e R AL
R, BT IRE N ERR. F KRR EE
MELERST . EEZAERERRE, TRELSI/PE.
HoE B a2 AT JLAN a8 RS
Uitz Rara? MBFEITEIM? MR EIM? E44A
HERTHEIR? B4 AZE? WRZRVE R
BB BCEERZETFRRET”, EiRSEERXA
HESEFANTA? 5 FTRIBEEBE=15FE
H,ibJLE R, &K% TFRESHEAE, X
PEHENE T, TS HAERBMNIEER, PSREEH
BEEIEMR .

M BEHT, X 0T GERZ ) JL 2 AT B A 50 R 2 Aok
FHRET=1TE&R. RE(XBKENIHFIT) 4t
STE(LE S A M, BIERLE 8) ; Sc4 (B
FERRRARA) . s, B ERKEILEAM EZ
FEHORE S HNEFX =K%, BIARG— A E T
e ke

EGRS5H

FHHESEA IR T B 5E — FLERREE ( Kruskal — Wal-
lis Test) RIVSHEA M RIE RMIAFBE I N EBHF
EBEER, X2 ([A%H) = 84.895, p <0.001; x2
(EFERA) = 55.674, p <0.001, FAHESFRKFH
B SEEIIES, R I E L LEHE ERMEIA
HIgRHXBEESR,Z(jA)&R) =0.528, p=0.598 >
0.05; Z(ZE#EEH) =0.072, p=0.942 > 0.05, X4
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RIMAE BT, LLanFEAS F R A EE(2001) 2
ILHERIXT S 2o LE R AT [E BRI BRI R R L B3
HZER
X B AR B 5B 1 R TE BT A ARIE B (9] - R
B B85 BRI R 2T SR (R D) 6
F1 SEFERBLXHEURBREMIANFEYSMITAE

S¥E MR KWy BRSO HmAE AR
6% FEHE F 1. 1000 1.5951 10
4 1.5000 1.2693 10

“#BM ¥ 20.3000  2.2136 10

4 20.5000  3.1710 10

8% FEHM ¥ 6. 8000 1.9322 10
4 7.9000 1.9692 10

#ABE % 20.4000  2.4129 10

4 22.6000  2.7968 10

0% M&& F  18.9000  1.5951 10
4 17.5000  2.7183 10

#AEE % 26,6000  4.4020 10

4 24.0000  0.6667 10

2% F&HM ¥  28.7000 2.35% 10
4 23.5000  3.5978 10

#IBM ¥ 344000  2.5906 10

4 32.4000  3.5340 10

LA o 188 b e JLEE AR =X (a) %5
BRI R84y, B+ = 18.834,p < 0.001, HI
LA JLE X PR NS =N R AT, BD LB fE B 1%
W5 F RS EF IR BT, X—SRH5ETA
FITF ST a8 SR, LB e e 337 =X B Bamay B AR 10 38 b
ERFRABBEHIG FRA D FROEMBAES
( Vosniadou & Ortony, 1984 ; Winner, 1988) ,

HRBRRBRTEZS TSR JLEERZEE LR R
TEBRMIRE ST, 183 F(3,76) =362.174,p < 0.001(3
2) o LA scheffe e #1735, LhEEE R 12 2 9L
ERIEARBIFTHA 10 3 .8 16 ;10 ZFH
BIFF8HM6 3 ;8 6P ZENEAHEXH,
TE/NE 4> 25 3% ( Homogeneous Subsets ) 15 F [a]—2&,
LA 6 &1 8 F R A FHERF ER

HABRBETZEZSTRE & F8ILEERFRE L
R MERARRE T IRIL, BRI F(3,76) =76.701, p <
0.001(#2), LA scheffe BRiHTHGRIE REI 12
FRJLERNER R THMS ZfM6 %;10 X FH]
BET 86 ;10 212 .8 X6 X ZE N
BA B 8 K 5, 76/ 4325 %5 ( Homogeneous Subsets )
I T [E 2, A H A R E R =57,

xR2 SFERIIEEEEFIEMEESLN
BMRALERESN

Fid HEHE  BF F Sig.
FIAM i 7344.738 3 2448.246 362.174 0.000
#Mm 513.750 76 6.760
Bf=  7858.488 79
#AEH | 2079.400 3 693.133 76.701  0.000
M 686.800 76 9.037
&Fa  2766.200 79

FHA(HFRYE) x2(FRRY) FZES T RN, &
RIS FEXT AR B ) B[R] B R 38 A R AE A7 b RO
83 ,F(3,156) =55.463, p <0.001 ; FERHLEX R,
TERR M TS AR RE ) £ BN BFE,F(3,
76) =76.701, p <0.001, 7E[AJERBRYERME b, XT4E 08

HERMWESELEFRH 12 F4H .10 FHFM 8 FHZ
EIfFffEREER, M8 FHM6 PHZEHWHHE
ERERBE L, 12 210 FERTF 6 B8 X,
10 2112 % ,6 18 2 al A HEBX . FTLLSE
B 6 % f18 X iy JLEEREAK b Xt RIE B B IA I RE 738
FEE,MERT 10 X A HAEEBETEIFHIEMARE
77,12 2 B LE I UERMA R EE ST 3 B 8 T HAb
SEPREH , P44y BB ik 29.75,33. 40, 16 12 & L
BEEAREEE A I AT SOSAR SR AR T 1
BB

AR REXT JLELE RS E S RAERIHE
AT, 8% p <0.001 (3K 3) , B4t — DAk
K BT R R B R S RABIM T,

R3 FRERBRIEF"RERFEN"HEROSHER
KBS

6% 8% 10¥ 128 &5
HEFAEK  Fik Ag 179 3 29
% 21.3 11.3 3.8 36.3

HBEBEL AK 1 10 5 3 19
% 1.3 125 6.3 3.8 23.8
FREL A% 2 1 4 3 10
% 2.5 1.3 50 3.8 125
AR AK 4 3 7
% 5.0 3.8 8.8
AERY AR 4 11 15
% 5.0 13.8 18.8

XA 20 Wl TR R B AR O 2 RSB R R
W RHATICB T AR IL,6 % 4H JLE L A EE”
FHOFHESL AL LB R, R 8 X JLE;
B FIERIBR M B LU B L 12 R SR E, X5
Winner(1976) | J& #& 1 38 %7 BZ (2001 ) BRI BF 5T 45 R 2
LA, BIMEREF % B B A J L 22 RS BR A7 B D IR, B
PR EMR; BB FR A, LERBEREER
I EIRE T RAERS K,

BeJaxf JLETE B2 A8 B B A FI SR IR B GE it
PRI, JLER BB LIAMBIRMBABEN=D
i, Bk B ZE S M4, FIFFIBRREF
PRI AT SR (£ 4) , B 4E—1
TREE,

R4 BB —ERR"HIBRMIAMEERENTIBR

6% 8% 10% 12% Zf

R Count 19 13 7 9 48
Expected Count 12,0 12.0 12.0 12.0 48.0

—LRK P -3 Count 1 7 5 5 18
Expected Count 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 18.0

A Count 0 0 8 6 14

Expected Count 3.5 3.5 3.5 3.5 14.0

EXFIBRER BN BE G2 XA =ZNEEX—
BRI BIEA FFERHILEHAREE, UK
BERF NP, B4 e H BB BT 12 19,137
O ( RPYRERUELD) , Mt T A B R B A0 43 5 12,12,
12 F112, A6 BHRE, HERRIK Q RKEE, N\
AP SHRRERMK, B2+ HM+ 3 3
ERHEHREED TERFEM. FIRBEEKFEp<
0.001, \-E T30 fIIE PR H 48— BTz IS
WHEA/DNT 1, B R R E5 SRR T AR Y,
Xt Hogx 19 NIEamiF BRFE IS R B, BEE S B A3 i,
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SomE JLEEXS 0OR M RUOE B i SR A 9 3R 4R B BT A
KEER A 33 RN SCA T 2RI

M. ifie

MERIFTLEH 6 ¥ .8 pyJLERA FabF/h
FE— TR B A B R YETE SR KRR B HEB RN
BEAFE R ETEESIBRARRER, ERMAMTERFIEX
B EHATHL S IRET , LSRR & AR
HEME. TR T 10 2, LEMHMREINE TR E
TR IXHRIE 10 ZILEMRMEEIERT 6.8 %
o SR, X EEALF-ER RS HERT H L ZE B9 B tA 0
REST B9 R R AT LA 2 L B B SRR T Bk , B R
AR BERY ) LB, 70 1 firh (W] 2250 B O 43 030 g 4%
i ERBEY R FHELHE BIER
M SE SR TE, H A AI BRI B BRI E L. R
T, FATVH A BE i BLHERT HH LR BRI r A R R R AR
EIHBIERFIERE IS, 1£6 512 %, BIRH—
THEINTINFHRXMEEN R SRS, LEMER
eI RE 7 B B 2 B B AR k1 1< T 4 oA 3, 6 B 4D
8 % 2H iy LB X By Y B 2045 BR TE T T R S B,
RS B A A At B 38k Bl S 2 AR BRI RE T 53X
—BENBT 10 FHMATERHBAFEIL, LEENE
3o At B TA SR BRI L A R i TR RO RAE RS, B
BEHEFRHOE TR, X—BHIRT 12 ZHAFHFM
o XMW SHIEH LN R, RHIEEE JLE, KA
ZFRTEREH ; T = AR BB WIT 26 AR A iR 8
FREXABRMIRIE T o KRIEL Lo, XN ELER
RREdES, 10 FATgERAMHTAL BT 12 5,8k
B/MERNER, JLED BRA&MH Y M ERMIAAEES
T o XK BUAR AN RS A EE (2001) BIBFFREE R
ZE, AT TA X R B LEE 2 — 12 Y
BRSNS T BE P R a B B 4 ok

JLEX#HE R RIE AR EE I SR B4ER
AR ST RERF R B BYVIRAR. LEBLEEAN
FART SR LAEMATE 2 B4E S 53 FE R LI Fh R 8
BN E, A PRI AN B =1
4%, B) 10 22 (JEAR, WA BE, 2001 ) o SCHFRE
RATHSHMEILESITMER ERMEF ERER
BHEAETS B MAS BIWK R, A BB S RER
8. Fn)LE EmEE ST ERERM AR RE %
K A RBE, A RARFE ILE, A ERRK
BZEAl, A TR T R T — 5, AW BER R K
BRARFE PRGN, M S8 57 TR N ETE SR, 3R
TP TGRS, BX P IE i R S AR RN IR
Bo RO TEBERERAM S, Y5 aEET
ZNER, BRI MRIERERAT R, BRSSO FILE
FHZE LB FITE LM EIE S o, XM TE
Bimdt T R IE S 8 MU0 B 2 A R O IR
Bo A THERMIEHEFTRR. BHHFFRE
Zpar (1993 ) 48 H JLE Z B AW ES T HSe K A By v
BYERES), RE I #BHHF 8 H B LML SRR TR
SEihE BIE B VEBE R B AUULE B A B R A
AT (PR, 2001 ) o FRATIRZ 2 XE LA BRI BE T
BN BRI BER N, FEME A 8, A B
HSEFEE A REAF M FTE R, BT E SR BEH
B A2 RV F) TR 2R B SC ATy B S XX i 2, ik L
BERSBRREKIE R MBS, EiX—3E$,
51 RN SRR, (50 A AR

BRI .

H. &k

JUEL R B B A R BE 1 2 BLBE AR (4 R T
I RYRE T IS LB X B A 3 A 245 B 7E T
BB, i AN LA A LAt B 3R Bk 5 38 % FI AR IR B BE
7330 T AR W 88 B B, JL B 5 At i DA SRR
JUI AP B AR A RAE R S, RIGEH AT 8T 3 L
HIREA I ZEATE B, B T KA /N 4R 4% 9 B F A
P 10 HATRERIX —RE I RSRMIFEPTA2,6 ZF1 8 ¥
Z[8],10 2 1 12 2 2 [8] B9 iA 0 BE 1 88 B B 2251
XM RSB SHNTR, SHFESR—Z LFIRX
o JLEXMRIERM RSB BRI BRT ML
FEATHC A9 BE 7, 3X BT LA M I B8 77 3K A9 IR B b S Bk
Hik,

SriE JLE B RS B BE 71 B R AR BL AN N
RERFFILERMS T 8%, AT TR\ A
BERRURIIEXRTRMEFT U REBE
AEERMELE ML T L, BRI T A,
By TR W R B HE R SME. HEEJLE XY fare iR iR 3
FRRE RIS 37, AU SC T L EE Ry BB 4 RE T B B 3R
Ry BAER ) T BN — B HIERE A B]—
R R B, B R — P BEER B 4, A— AR
RGBT — A, B LE RS R TRR. N
HFRLERERMIAAEE S, MBERE AL MER=
PR ik
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