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Research on Technological Innovation Kinds
WU Xiao-bo, HU Song-cui, ZHANG Wei
(School of Management, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: The ambiguity in the way the terms ° innovation’ and ° innovativeness’ are operated and utilized,
results in a plethora of definitions for innovation types. The terms radical, really-new, incremental, architectural,
modular, sustaining, disruptive, imitative and discontinuous are used ubiquitously to identify innovations. One
must question, what is the difference between these different classifications? What are the standards of these classi-
fications? A review of the literature from the marketing, engineering, and new product development disciplines at-
tempts to put some clarity and continuity to the use of these terms. This review shows that it is important to consider
a marketing, technological, knowledge and value network-based perspective as well as a macrolevel and microlevel
perspective when identifying innovations, and it shows the standard of each classification. Meanwhile, the paper
suggests the relationship between different kinds of innovations.

Key words: innovation; innovativeness; kinds of innovation
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