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Contrastive Research on Spatial Cognition in

Ancient China and Ancient Greece
QI Zhen-hai, CAI Jian
( Beijing International Studies University, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: Spatial concept is based on human spatial experiences through a cognitive process from the percep-
tion of “five senses” to the cognition of “heart”. That is to say, human beings perceive spatial relations in the world
by five senses, getting the spatial experiences by observing specific and individual entities in space. Then, human
beings begin to analyze, generalize and internalize these spatial experiences, establishing images of spatial locations
in mind. Based on these images, human beings acquired spatial concepts by abstraction. This article is to expose
the cognitive spatial ideas in ancient China and ancient Greece. It aims to construe the different spatial cognition
between ancient Chinese and ancient Greek on spatial illustrations. lts purpose is to lay a solid philosophical foun-
dation for future research on ideas about spatial cognition.

Key words: space in ancient times; cognitive ideas; contrastive research
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