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An Empirical Research on the Public Understanding of

“Flattering Leaders” and “ Valuing Honest Men”
LI Zhi, GUAN Xiang-li
(College of Trade and Public Administration, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, P. R. China)

Abstract: This study used questionnaire research and individual interviews to make a thorough research on the
public’ s understanding of “flattering leaders” . The study found, in public opinion, the motivation of people who
flatter leaders includes two aspects, “interest-driven, meeting the needs for power and interests” and “adapting to
the environment, meeting the needs for development”. The reasons why leader-flatterers are put into important posi-
tion are “system limitation”, “the needs of the leaders’ power and interests” and “the leaders’ emotional deflec-
tion”. The measures of eliminating this phenomenon that a person who flatters leaders will be promoted are as fol-
lows: consummating systems, enhancing quality and strengthening supervision. The study also found that the opin-
ions of different subjects on “flattering leaders™ are consistent on the whole, but are different partly. Meanwhile,
the public considered that great importance should be attached to honest men with good quality structure.

Key words: flattering leaders; motivation; cadres-selection; honest men
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