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On the Exploration of Pure Form in Chinese Modern Literary

Theory and Its Theoretical Value
LUO Weiwen
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Simei University, Xiamen 351021, P. R. China)

Abstract: Influnced by Kant’ s aesthetics directly or indirectly, modern literary theorists represented by Wang

Guowei, Wen Yiduo, Zong Baihua and Liang Zongdai had keen on the form. They consciously carried out the con-

struction of formal theory, and identified the form as the core elements constituted the essence of art. This construc-

tion not only gives modern literary theory the heterogeneous factors different from tradition, but also shows the mo-

dernity character of modern literary theory from one side.

Key words: Chinese modern literary theory; the view of pure form; Kant’ s aesthetics; theoretical value
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