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On the commonality of environmental civil public interest litigation
and private interest litigation: From the perspective of

relevant judicial interpretations of the Supreme People’ s Court
WU Rugiao, LEI Jia, GUO Cheng
(Law School, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, P. R. China)

Abstract: Environmental tort cases show the complex characteristics of public and private interests
intertwined. In this case filing environmental civil public litigation and private interest litigation at the same time
will be inevitable, and to clarify the relationship between the two of them is very necessary. There is
commonality in claims, facts, evidence, etc., between environmental civil public interest litigation and private
interest litigation. This commonality can play an important procedural function in avoiding conflicts in
judgments, improving litigation efficiency, and achieving a balance between offense and defense. China’ s
current judicial interpretations have defects in the commonality between environmental civil public litigation and
private interest litigation. To realize the connection between the system of environmental civil public interest
litigation and private interest litigation, it is necessary to repair this defect in the future amendment and
perfection,

Key words: environmental public interest litigation; environmental private interest litigation;

commonality; judicial interpretation
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