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Research on the relationship between the policy strength of “the Belt and Road”
related documents and the provincial economic openness .

An empirical analysis of 18 provinces along “the Belt and Road”
CHEN Sheng'?, GU Juan', HE Zenghua'
(1. School of Public Affairs, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, P. R. China;

2. China Institute for Development Planning, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, P. R. China)

Abstract: The characteristic and theoretical significance of this paper is to try to quantify the relevant
policies of the provinces along “the Belt and Road” to determine the policy measure strength and policy
guarantee strength based on designing the scoring standards of policy effectiveness, policy measure and policy
guarantees. The relationship between the policy strength and the economic openness of provinces along “the Belt
and Road”is discussed in detail, the differences between the eastern and western regions and the moderating
effect of policy guarantee intensity on the relationship between policy intensity and economic openness are
discussed. The study finds: 1) Policy measures strength can positively promote the improvement of economic
openness. 2)In provinces with economic openness higher than 10%, the policy guarantee strength is positively
regulating the relationship between the policy measure strength and the economic openness improvement, and
there is a complementary relationship between the policy measure strength and the policy guarantee strength. 3)
The capital financing strength of policy measure strength has the most significant positive impact on the
improvement of provincial economic openness along the line. Policy communication strength has no significantly
impact on the improvement of provincial economic openness. 4) There are regional differences in the policy
strength and the improvement of the economic openness, and the western regions pay more attention to the
opportunities brought about by “the Belt and Road” initiative. It is necessary to make rational planning for
policy communication, facility connectivity, trade smoothness, capital financing and popular feelings interlink.
Making operational arrangements for the policy guarantee is also necessary.

Key words: the Belt and Road Initiatives; economic openness; policy measure strength; policy guarantee

strength; policy quantification
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