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Ways of seeing: On research methods in film

studies in anthropology in Europe and America
LUO Yifei
(School of Art, Zhejiang University of Finance & Economics, Hangzhou 310018, P. R. China)

Abstract: Film as a type of visual culture has become research text in mass culture by anthropologists.
Film as visual representation in culture has become cultural information for anthropologists to observe the
society. Anthropologists take various methodologies to study film and has brought changes in the methodology of
film studies. Anthropologists regard visual art as a part of cultural symbol in cultural system in their opinion. So
they take different methodologies to study film in anthropological context including semiotics, ethnography,
perceptual anthropology and new art history on contemporary film studies. Anthropologists see the cultural
significance and social structure of the society in the film from different orientations.

Key words: anthropological film; semiotics; sensory anthropology; ethnography; new art history
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