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Cultural Connotations of Politeness and A Comparative

Study of the Chinese and Western Conversational Structures
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Abstract: Politeness, as a symbol of human civilization, is a universal phenomenon of the human society. However, different cultures
have different criteria and ways of expression concerning politeness, thus rendering this word different connotations. Politeness itself can be a
very tmportant part in successful human intercommunication, and its expression in language appeals to linguists all the time. There are many
differences between the Chinese culture and the western culture as represented by that of the Britain and America. The aim of this paper is to

make a comparative study of the differences in conversational structures in the two languages by analyzing the different connotations of the word

“politeness" in the two cultures.
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AL BIE— REFRE M ER AW X835
Pkt R ARYIMSEN AR, MBET “EALE—F
feFnst £ 7= 5. I M 0 50 A SO FR P 3 2 O AR BE B
R .7 (Sapir, 1988:188) XALXHEH AAE XFEm, B AR
RERBSTS L REHAEN, HHEEEMREEMEER
EMEMEL WMAEWEANEHIEFSH T B
(Samovar, Porter & Stefani, 2000:125)IEF M i FEEFHIT LT
TR SCALRER .
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RRAMALSGBREURERE T, XHEFHBRTAR
BT S AL R . TIRAB U “FLBLATR = FALRA T A A
EREZAR, BFEN LI EERST PRI, RATRA
FALREE R, A S KRR R Z I A IER L,
A B A2 T Hb A R AR BRRAE " (1] JK BB, 2000: 239) X L A3
I SCIL

EFEARE R SAT HME B UANEREALT
PEREAEBPETE. XEFMETRRAES
R EXRBAEBEET . HHAIRA Z T LUKN R ZPriy
BEEARIS, ERIE T —F Mg A2 Pr s F. miE A
2, R FERE SRR (Grice) & 7E RN A A &, B 47 (Leech) 32
BT —FFFLBEM SRR Bl TAR Bt 3Ls”

eSS SO - ), % IMHERAN WK A EIE B R, B RN EE AR IGE,
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— R EBEHAR, EMEEE X EENE ST RRE. B35
Z RE, AT CAAEME TR AR, WS — &3
1k, a0FE A S04k, BN EE TR RS o W, R RSOk X A HE U Y
HIEFREARABR . ;

EEPH A" RALSREMEES PHRARA, &
EBR¥P BEERAEHNHARNEFITERSEHEM.
(Levinson, 1983)7 3§ fE43- 17 U LIk LAR " — R AR ]
PR SR AT EEBE AT P P £ 1S 1B P I E R .

Z . FLERMST L R

ER—FMHESAR, CHEXZARCERE M,
EWAR REX LR WIEH AR, X EEREE,
FIALE R E AN E. “HLR7—EER ARSI
THENLEFE—EER. IMERBETHRREELENA
HHER D ABRFAE BHEEER, DA E RSB
XM AREMEE L LHE BN

(— ) A AL Ao AL SR

RN A N AGEE L3078 A E L
e PAEXERIYAR . AR EWN . ATREAR
HEFE. X FHAAKGE, AREFREEZA A, D
ANIERR A A AL B A B 8 SR D S5 R 0 LA AR B F HE
& (Samovar, Porter & Stefani, 2000:62 — 63) IE 2/ T X R
RERDAMAER, ST AZEEEN, MITERR 8

%, FREAMUIIUBEN R AAELZEHACHARE

ERE 10

ER XA, AR AR ARG L5 (]
JEHE,2000:239) P EIARZ P T 4RI BB R, - F
P28, BRI R W S AR 7 Sk ik o AR IR [, J0 8 1565 I
FEEEKE, THERN, PRAERREERACHH
1EaT AE R BERA B, LURBEE A A AR &2
MAMBERAIRNT N, PERANXT G REZMAH
BRI N BRI R,

(=) Bedai FoglLin

FEH A A ETE M " A man’s home is his castle.” 3 B
EBTANREEMACHERE AEIANERL B
ANEFEE D AN, ERZR D 2HIEWE R ISR
S AP MEMZ BT R, A B0 4B T AN BA, A
BB, TR AR LR

TEEDUE P X e F T AR 4E A 1588, T B A A &
— XA TR 0 FTRAE AT 2, T UL LSRR B B Ay +
RER,

(Z) 4 XAt

LEAELEZR P AR B EEANFZm, B
ARBAEARELAE, EESPRANERT Y, HEW
T BN E—ITLRAW, R ERERE 7,
HINAEMEATFTENSIEFXEILRMNRA.

EAMBELT BT BIRER, EEFPRANIHE
BEOHEBRTUAMRATIEMNXZETX, B EZH,.RA

RN BT, R ICIEE L BRI J T, B ORI A
P & LA

XFPA R 8 4E B 0] R T A B P PR O SC Ak R R A
BFENERER. AT AEFTADRER,KAFHR + B
R HREERT HMEBHER, AHEAAT, AR, P
HARERMABR + BRI, ERET, BRFEK,
538, X R AR ) R A = AT R ke e R o P SC AL TR 0E
BEWERER. EPE, ZHEEAELNEZHE, T
REBELTAY, BRAILE AT N, TEHH LI HR K
ZREHBEABHE, 7 AEEZ#EN K ERT
LR IEF RIES, TBEE A H R HE —WEIE.

(W) ZFRF 6342 & 1B T H XAedlin

EEXREEXREEMESERXAF I T E, FHX
XTI T & BTN E . X FhA R 00 2 K S0 f s SCAL TR
FR%F P AN TR SCA 7 B <7 5 4 DR ) AL 450 6 U e A T o 2 S
WG, REEFRERINAN, BEEXREHITHSE R
Z[BIFF7E—FRRR IR, — b DU 77 P L8 <F 89 I W, th R i o JR
MALEHEERN, REZ, EB RIS, HIEA
MYTEAZIE SRS, USRI R IR B R, {Ei
FHHEERMBRERBEAMINA2ARESR SEEM S
. EERE AT, (fIJRAE, 2000:211) HLFE S BT O
T XERETAERAEE, BE . BHEROFIETUERER
LR, NIRRT S RMA A R, BRI T 4
SRR — AR FUHENY o

FIIRHEIA Sy & 15 I 0 F 4L A% IR W 2 (B} 77 76 3 — 7% 2R
bR R, BFEBALRMA B A S 1E R, RZ TR
(fIJR € ,2000:213) PG SCAL XS #LEH — 1A 89 IRAR A ) , B e 7E
B SERM AL F W AR ERE T AR, R ER
FERMESERA T AEEHME, HE L. HFHRER
AR R ST R RS ER, 40 A] 78 B 4 A B 6] PR AK B SC PR H 89,
Eit, EEERERMNAALRENZ B EENE TEERN,E
R, UZMAE BN £, WCRFEFT B, o
FIIEF AR A, M E THLREN &S
[EIE:NEE -3 4

= B EIE A STt

RGNS ERARI . FRFHRS
BEHH EMREETRER AR E IR F SR ER 28
FRE A, R STE M ER . (fIJKAR,2000:305) — 15
BHWNERB—RINEAMER. £EERSHTTRENR
FEMNAERN A RYHER EXRERER. 254
MO T RRATEHEAT, - T RRABSBEEHNE
R, B—1TRERSESHNER ST, RBEEEE
A3t BT EE N SVEA PR 12 o S [F B Bde AT 4 E A A H .
AT Ik HEIR Y , AR SBXT (adjacency pair) BBTIT &8 R B LS HI RO
BEMEAR BN, (FIJKAE,2000:313) 8 L iF G iy o BT R 45
HEFIFAZ bR BT — B B S M. EERE
RN RBREFITHRITH AR, FHF L —
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WHEA AR SRR, X AR R LR & R BIE &G & T,
R A BB STEE AT B

(=) A LiEE

RER IR TR RS MRS L A BT LARR AR X A ARGy,
XF LS4 RB A S B A% 5 T B 32BN  BR 9 IE ) 2
Fo XEAUAFLE AR, A HIT 547 A [ S04k iR
OS] 25 1R SV 45 H TR RIS IR BE XTI S B I R
BEEX WA EANERER.

1 {HMENERER

HIEPTHHEMPE—RSAELSAMELRETRH. EXH
AR AEENFES, BN A: How do you do? B: How do
you do?

FEXBFEETEATRABCRERNAZE, BN A:
Hi! B: Hi!

IBIFIE“How are you? "BRW RZEER G &, NATHAEELE
e, B0 (1)A: Good moming, Mr. Smith. How are you
today? B: Fine, thank you. (2) A: Hi, Tom. How are you today?
B: Fine.

PR RPEE L — S IR SR N R FR Ak R BN
A: B3 B: 7 BABRAES, IV REIEABEK
Vo FEREEEME, AT E T 8 T a4 03] b =) 51
AEFAT 4 S T4, Bin:A: ME, HE/DBEWE? B
Y KA EMER S 2 T g7 EERILER? Xk LIRM? %
%o XEUTBITBIFRERZ S, RIEAFF AR EEEFHE
Wi ATE T A& T 4, Wid ATLAER SR, 1]
MEAKFABEESR .

PR NAAMNAE T ASHESE T A B T AR,
AN G A AR VERE . B A DA X i o] & Jy X ik T Rt
BIAHIEL, BRI B . IRV A BRDIX R 0L
ER, Lo B AL A IR T SRR R,

2. BAEMERER

B ANE A Z AR Z b, ARTTEE B AT R
HHERBEWM B! (Goodbye/Bye)”, B K K. (See you tomor-
row) " ZHKMFE L, BEREGETUFE-EXHR. B
MEMEEAEZEAZI IO SR BB E" EEF"ZEHN
Wo BASHER "HHEP" . XMENHINEHSMEN
AR RBAR, BHESEPRAERMNEREE, AF
AAAFEANBHEEEEREMHARE BALERTIA
EaiE. PEHAAKNXFENENERL TXEANEL, £
LR X S,

3. MIFEWEMNZER

P ATE RS2 BN, B E8 T SR EHEEIE
FoHWEHELME RS _KEBIH. B0 Would you like to
come to dinner with us this evening? N 32 E B, b
221 Oh, yes. I'd like to. B{# Oh, yes. That’s a great idea.qll
REBEBIREYE MM Pm afraid [ can’t. & Oh, I'd
like to , but I'm afraid I can’t. AN B LUR #h J7 S [ , @ i H #R

Tk W,

FEANAN AEZHIANSE RIS NT N
BEFNMMNEESE S MBEEERR EEE=
PR MBI AR B HFR T 5T

K E,EMARRR kL,

I RT L EARMY,

KRR, R ERLEFF, SR BHHEC,

IR ERFELE, KEALT,

T BVIX AR, v L FRE SR B

I 4Fre, ARELMHRIRE

TERITES BHE SR T ZRHE, T EEH
HRREEZTHE. ~BETRTIMNEXERERHY
ERZER, @B RS AR b A R L ERR

4. XFARLEFBEIR I R 10

P AZE B B AR HE R B 3 B 7 R R, B A
Ann, you are so beautiful today.B: Thank you, mom.

YRR R C W LERS, UMb T 8%
HIFREE, PSRy "B RMEZE Exxk”. AIARRE
HRMTEECANMENEE . FBEERESRRERZ. £
DER R R S N RN X ULE R R EE, TG
EPREANE T, BAILEBAT A,

FEAZTGITEES B REMT X URERE, 0.

FHE R ERRRE Tk, (RAMELEBERE,
BARBHE, TREARBEGAME L AIKA.

BRI RBRAAAMA, RIBERH, IR E LH
2

R A R R FRETRE,ARE S
Ao

BRFE AAKET! A4 AFAEBN S TLETR?

(CEHD)

J5 P TR R A IR R /MRS R B K E T
i, EREHF I BRERTREL BREXFRACEAR
REEMN S TL& T, BRAK G REMBEREEE,

(=) k&g s afit

AR SELEM 3T 47 B9 B 8 T RS E RSP tE
BT, AEPHERMRERE N, L ARREEST VRN
— B HE S ATROE AR thar b . X B, EERMN LR
HEWPHE I IHE B FERMETERINARMELUREF
AHARRBEEAP T EHAF R AT EEESR,
FBE T H—BRBEEWE.

A: Hello.

B: Hello. This is Tom Smith. Is that Ann?

A: Yes.

B: Oh, Ann, I have something urgent to talk to Dick Johnson
about, but I forget his telephone number. I wonder if you could give
me his number.

A: Wait a minute. Il bring my telephone book. Ah, it’s
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66223344,
B: Just let me check that. 66223344,
A: That’s it.
B: Thank you. Bye.
A Bye.
BEAAUMZRHERT, 5B RSN ZEER, F
BASEAU, THRFRMZWEIEIE,
R R R AR
B FAEFAE?
(KA,
AR GFARRLT AREHFE?
I,
BILE T
RBF T,
A WIET Y
A EARERR,
o L
T REME R,
(A EARR)K, T, AR PR AFEA I BN
EEHT JERRELF,
T R F— I, A FRFRIL, e BFEL x *
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L. B, HRY

. FR!

MEHAES LS EFRHES T AR XARBITE
BEIERES . ATFANTERT Y, XENEBNESEN
a8, PEAFKRACERE/UNEERZFRENK,
TN FERIE AT bR R B , T 0 AR 3676 A FTIR 36 A
ZIE MBS, RREN R, £ AR, XHREN
AREFELSSAHTABRINELHY  HEZLTERR.

BRSEEMMNERERERAEFRAIEL FT
T BB F , — (72 A5 R B U V8 L s R 15

A EF BATIA S A A AR EIERE A
RRE,

I AT, XA EGBIL S,

FAREMFRIAESHEFTER, AMHELTFT TR
YLk,

EW FFEH,FREIN LK,

Fok L F AR AW LA, THNMA L LA %E
R,

EALEL N

FE A RALFEIR F A T

9T 47,

FAHEEN,

VT R,

FA AN RIE TR + RV ERE, ERAY, FHE

R, XFHERTAMSTEANBREMUBLEEAEY S,
M5 AR BB AR, R A ER + k"
B . SEEE T LR H R, R . R TR
s A KR T RN R P 7 ABRBIMAE RIS E L A
M AZERK M o

W &RiE

XARNIERG, BT RREEA, HESRKEK
TS AR —F iR, ARBTG5 B Kb X8
B REFRHME, THARXAENEMLREEE
e kAL, BET, o E ATy B REBIE 25X
AR AR, DU AL 58 458 T P 7 XA BT A L
FARKTRE. LA R KB E T BAERBBIA K
LB ERTRREZT , EFERMGEAN , BEBRBRE
KR EARAERTHW TR, BEMFERRLSFERN
HFREE , REXAPHIFZEERERETA, B TRKK
B2 Al #) 1) 72 FIR BT AE 7] F K22 36 ( Although many aspects
of culture are subject to change, the deep structure of a culture re-
sists major alterations) o (Samovar, Porter & Stefani,2000:46) {1
AN - AR ARE TR, FUBMIESI AR
XALRI AL ST B B A FUOR IR B & R H I A{E 1
FEB I SALRL ST, 3R AR TR < AU & SC AL B R R
AF 3 ( Because cultures want to endure, they usually adopt only those
elements that are compatible with their values and beliefs or that can
be modified without causing major disruption) , (Samovar, Porter &
Stefani, 2000:45) XAFE X , NILBIAE 1 &, L RIKE 8
TEHETRE, EESNEK LERETER.SE.BH
“BRTHANNRANRESEKB OIS, 4 FH XK B
BT,
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