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Changes and Current Situation of Modern Home Economics in Japan
WANG Rong-mei
( Department of Japanese ,Sichuan International Studies University ,Chongqing 400031 ,China)

Abstract: The history of home economics, the product of the Industrial Revolution, can be traced back to the
18th century. However, great changes have taken place in home economics in our time. In today’ s higher educa-
tion institutions of Japan, the subject of home economics is also given such names as life science, life environmental
science or human environmental science and etc. The field of home economics has been expanded from merely
home management to the study of the relationship between man and man, man and materials, and the interaction
between man and his environment. Today home economics aims to improve the living standard with the help of sci-
ence and technology and to build a society with sustainable development for the welfare of the whole human beings
with its central concem in “citizens’ life”, “their health”, “their environment” and “the well — being of human be-
ings as a whole”. Home economics has become an interdisciplinary and applied science with integration of both so-
cial sciences and hard sciences. In the developed countries, home economics is regarded as inseparable to the
healthy development of human society.

Key words: Japan; modern home economics; life science
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