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On the Custan of Tanb-sweeping and Ancestor W orship in Yuanzaju
ZHANG Lian-j
(Ediwrial Office Guangdong Police College Guangzhou 510232, China)

Abstract O ffering sacrifice to on€ s anceslors can not be dravn 1o a conclusion as the ending of the funeral
and ancestorworship serves as the succession of funeral ceramony Fran Yuanzaj we can see the purpose of ances-
torworship in Tamb-sveeping Day was to show respect to ancestor s in due time and itwas necessary to visit the
tanbs of ancestors in springwhen the ice wasmelting and the flawverswere in blossan. Itwas canmon for people to
weed the tanb and add earth on itwhile buming the papermoney and paper horse A part fran ancestorworship in
Tanb-sveepng Day there were peop le who show ed respect to their ancestors on w mter days or on the den ise of the
dead There were otherways to show respect to ghost and god Takmng all these factors mto consideration we can
draw a conclision that Chinese is centered on filial piety which is clearly showed by the ancestorworship activity
and has becan e ntemalized in all Chinese¢ smoral principles behaviors and practices

Key words Yuanzaju tanb-sveeping and ancestor worsh iy buming papermoney paper horse



