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Reliability Theory and Reliability Coefficient in Classical

Test Theory: A Discussion with Prof. Zhang Minqiang
XI Zhong-en, WANG Shun-yu
(College of Foreign Languages, Chongging University of Posts and Telecommunications, Chongqing 400065, China)

Abstract: This paper elaborates on the doubtful points with regard to reliability theory and reliability coeffi-
cient in the textbook Educational Measurement. These points include loose definition of reliability, unjust remarks
on the definition, erroneous proof of theorems and inadequacy of necessary conditions for the proof, inconsistency in
notation and the use of symbols. It suggests that in textbooks at the introductory level, mathematical proofs of theo-
rems concerning the estimation of reliability coefficient be cut out.

Key words: classical test theory; reliability; reliability theory; reliability coefficient
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