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Research in Cognitive Stylistics: A Selective Review
SU Xiao-jun
(School of Foreign Studies, Suzhou University, Suzhou 215006, China)

Abstract: Cognitive stylistics can be defined as a branch of study which approaches texts from a cognitive per-

spective. There are numerous theoretical frameworks in which to conduct cognitive stylistic studies, and this article

offers a selective review of such studies within three theoretical frameworks, namely schema theory, foregrounding

theory and Text World Theory. It is contended at the end that, as an interdisciplinary study at the interface between

cognitive science, linguistics and literary studies, cognitive stylistics has important contributions to make to these

three fields.

Key words: cognitive stylistics; selective review; theoretical framework
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