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A Study on the Wenchuan Earthquake and the Archetype of NuWa Myth
WANG Yi', LV Ping’
(1. Institute of Travel and Esthetic Culture, Sichuan International Study University, Chongqing 400031, China

2. College of Literature and Journalism, Chongqing University, Chongqging 400044, China)

Abstract: The causes and mythological archetype of the Nu Wa myth is up to now an unsettled issue. The au-

thor finds that the 5/12 Wenchuan earthquake and the secondary scourges offer us new evidence about the causes of

this myth, and a brand new perspective to interpret the meaning of “The Cardinal points was broken and the land

fell” as well as the archetypes of “mountain fire, beasts of prey, vast water, flood and black dragon. ” It illustrates

that the origin of the Nu Wa myth is the earthquake and its secondary scourges, and the archetype is an imaginative

description of the ancients’ hope to conquer the earthquake disaster.
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