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flan .

fly in the face of, cook the books, get on sb’ s
high horse, put paid to, make no bones about

1. Days of rain really their hopes of a
quiet, sunny holiday on the beach.

2. The local court heard yesterday that the two di-
rectors of the company had been

3. Such an unreasonable proposal peo-
ple’ s expectation.

4. She always by giving us orders.
5. He the fact that he has been in pris-
on.
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1540 : She nearly jumped out of her s
when somebody knocked on the door in the middle of
the night.
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The Effect of Alliteration on the Memorization of

English Idioms in Different Experimental Tasks
LI Hong, ZHANG Lei
(College of Foreign Languages, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, China)

Abstract: Idioms are the essence of English and one of the most difficult parts for second language ( 1.2)
learners. It is of significance for the researchers in Second Language Acquisition and English teaching to explore the
effective methods and rules of memorizing idioms. Researches have revealed that many idioms are analyzable and
rule-following. Boers and Lindstromberg (2005) found that many idioms shared a common feature of alliteration
which was proved to be beneficial for L2 learners in the memorization of idioms. Based on this research, we report
an experimental study aiming at exploring the effect of alliteration on Chinese EFL learners’ retention of the mean-
ing and the form of English idioms in different experimental tasks.

Key words: idioms; alliteration; memory
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