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The Applying Patterns of Locality
‘East, West, South and North’ in English and Chinese

and Their Corresponding Culture-Oriented Cognition
LIU Guo-hui
(College of Foreign Language, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044 , China)

Abstract: Each language has its own special representation of locality, with no exception of English and Chi-
nese. At first glance, the four localities ¢ east, west, south and north’ can be found in both English and Chinese,
yet quite different in their respective patterns of representing, chiefly embodied in two aspects: ( i) the former
based on the vertical axis ‘ south and north’, while the latter on the horizontal ¢ east and west’ ; ( i) the former
based on natural localities, simple and objective while the latter on humanistic localities, complex and subjective.
The major motivations lie in the differences of culture-oriented cognition behind English and Chinese.

Key words: English - Chinese; EWSN; applying patterns; culture- oriented cognition
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