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The Origination and Core Elements of Journal Assessment
LAI Mao-sheng, QU Peng, ZHAO Kang
( Department of Information Management, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The paper starts from the origination of journal assessment, discusses the development of the theory
of journal assessment and advances that the assessment on the quality is implied by that on quantity. It also states in
the paper that in the process of quantifying, lots of qualitative characters are dropped and that the effectiveness of
the assessment on the quality is guaranteed by the abundance in the quantity. The source journals and index system
which can be divided into the basic indexes, applied indexes and qualitative assessment, are the core elements in
journal assessment. It comes to the conclusion in the paper that qualitative assessment plays an important role in
journal assessment and that both the source journals and index system be open to the public by the assessing institu-
te, which can help the development of the research subject and application field and responses to the all kinds of
criticism.

Key words: journal assessment; source journal; assessment index system
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