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On T. S. Eliot’ s Cultural Gradualism Based on His Conservatism
ZHU Wang
(School of Literature, Shantou University , Shantou 515063, P. R. China)

Abstract: In his poetry and essays, T.S. Eliot demonstrates his cultural conservatism whose first element is

anti-rationalistic cultural gradualism and a broad view of “timeless” and “spaceless” culture. The former stresses

history and cultural tradition in their “laissez-faire” organic growth; the latter emphasizes balance between “unity

and diversity” of culture in the overall cultural system and “regional” or “local” “satellite cultures”.

The two as-

pects form the essence of Eliot’ s conservative view of culture as seen in his understanding of the history of litera-

ture, his aesthetic principles and poetry writing.

Key words: conservatism; antirationalism; cultural gradualism; “unity and diversity” of culture
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