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The Power of Rules:

On the Contractarianist Proof of Constraint
DONG Liang
( Department of Philosophy, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, P. R. China)

Abstract: “The power of rules” is one of the most important subjects in moral philosophy and political philoso-
phy. “The interest-based contractarianism” attempts to derive the power of rules from self-interseted rationality, thus
it is totally different from ontology. “The interest-based contractarianism™ tries to resolve the conflic bewteen the
self-interseted rationality and the power of rules. In this way , the new social contrac view shows us another dimen-
sion about rationality and rules , and we are able to find this dimesnion in “Real Right Law of the People’ s Repub-
lic of China”.

Key words: self-interested; rules; contractarianism; gauthier
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