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decision concerning the gabt¢tkovo Dam [ J].

The Role of International Tribunal in Settling Disputes
on Transboundary Water Resources:

Taking Case Concerning the Gabc¢i kovo-Nagymaros Project as a Case Study
HU De-sheng
(School of Law, Xi’ an Jiaotong University, Xi’ an 710049, P. R. China)

Abstract: With the increasing shortage of water resources, transboundary water disputes will be more and
more, international tribunals will be more involved. Analyzing the role of the International Court of Justice in set-
tling the Case Concerning the Gabtikovo-Nagymaros Project between Slovakia and Hungary, one may find that the
tribunals sometimes can not correctly understand and distinguish the relationship between the pursuit of the ideals of
justice in the science of law and the law’ s seeking elimination of the concrete disputes. Therefore, in addressing a
transboundary water dispute, the watercourse State should make careful and wise choices when making a decision of
whether choosing an international tribunal as a method of dispute resolution, as well as how to choose the applicable
law employed in settling the dispute.

Key words: transboundary water resources; dispute settlement; international tribunal; Case Concerning the
Gabéikovo-Nagymaros Project
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