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Comedy and Stature of Politeia :

An Interpretation of the Aside in the Third Chapter of Poetics
LIU Xiao-feng
( Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 519082 ,P. R. China)

Abstract: In the third chapter of Aristotle’ s Poetics, there is a well-known “aside”, which is one of the most

difficult paragraphs to interpret in the whole book. By examining and analyzing this paragraph, this paper tries to

indicate that what Poetics discusses is not theory of literature and art, nor the problems of aesthetics, but the prob-

lems of political philosophy. By way of joking, this “aside” implies that because there are politeias with stature and

inferior, that’s why there are poetry-making with stature and inferior.

Key words: Aristotle; poetics; comedy; tragedy; democratic politics
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