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On the Musical Meaning of “jie” and Its

Position in the History of the Chinese Music
WANG Zhi-qing*, CHEN Dong "

(a. School of Literature and Journalism; b. School of Music and Dancing,
Jishou University, Jishou 416000, P. R. China)

Abstract: “Jie” has three meanings in the literature of Qin and Han dynasty : first refers to the

13

control mu-

sic” and “coordination music”, focusing on the music concept level; second refers to “movement”; third refers to

“Instrument”.

The latter two meanings focus on practical aspect of music. “Control music” and “coordination mu-

sic” are the basic meanings, which emerge along with the musical aesthetic direction. As “movement ” , “jie” has

29 66

the conection with “sheli”; As“instrument, ” “jie” has broad and narrow meanings. Broad meaning refers to all the

“jie” instruments. Narrow sense refers to the specific “jie” in the Xiang He song. The position of the “jie” in the

Xiang He song reflects the distinctive rhythm of the Xiang He song.

Key words: “jie”; control music; coordination music; movement; instrument
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