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Criticism of Preferring Quantitative Research Methods of Public Administration
WANG Yinhong, WANG Gang
(School of Law and Political Science, Ocean University of China, Qingdao 266100, P. R. China)

Abstract: Tracing back to the origin and evolution of public management theory, quantitative research meth-
ods based on rational thinking is preferred as important research method of public management. However, due to
the ambiguity of discourse system and question about “rational man” assumptions, emphasis on quantitative re-
search methods will lose basis in public management. Moreover, the choice of methods is closely related to discipli-
nary value orientation. If “efficiency priority”is value orientation of public management, it is not inappropriate to
prefer quantitative method research. With the rise of the new public service theory, value orientation changes to
“equity priority”’, and “democratic equality and citizen participation” is further concerned. Therefore, excessive
emphasis on quantitative research methods may deviate from values orientation of public management.

Key words: methodology; quantitative analysis; qualitative analysis; public management
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