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On Attribute and Ownership of Climate Resources
GAO Lihong,CHENG Fang
(School of Law, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 430073, P. R. China)

Abstract: Climate has the natural attributes of an ever changing, dynamic resource as well as the social attrib-
utes found in all public resources. These features are common to and equally distributed for all of humanity. In Chi-
na, present legislation has not addressed the non-exclusive nature of climate as a public resource and responsibility.
There are no provisions in the current civil law or in constitution that deal with any ownership of the climate. Further-
more, civil law and the constitution do not deal with the issue of ownerships for public natural resources or the state-
owned natural resources. Therefore, based on symbiosis theory, protecting China’ s climate resources is a balance a-
mong the multiple interests of mankind. This article suggests that the right to enjoy and use climate resources should
be equally shared among all of humanity and that these needs should be addressed in Chinas current legislation. Such
legislation needs to create a strengthening of the national management obligation of climate resources. However, any
legislation should prevent climate resources from becoming a state-owned property.

Key words: climate resources; ownership; natural resources; human common property
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