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The Germination and Construction of the Novel Plot .

The Uxorilocal Marriage in Popular Novels of Ming and Qing Dynasties
YE Chuyan
(School of Journalism and Literature, Minzu University of China, Beijing 100089, P. R. China)

Abstract: The uxorilocal marriage is a special form of marriage. In the novel, the uxorilocal marriage is be-

tween reality and fiction. It embodies a potential to stretch beyond the inherent values and social norms, especially

in the aspect of germination and construction of the novel plot. The authors got natural convenience from the uxori-

local marriage. They can narrate the story from women$ standpoint. A variety of problems in the uxorilocal marriage

were transformed into several levels of the novel plot. The wedding, surname change and abjection which were awk-

ward to the son-in-law became an important source of the plot. So the novels about the uxorilocal marriage are not

the tragedy but comedy or drama. The uxorilocal marriage develops into the most exciting elements of the plot in the

novel. It helps the characters in the novel make the exchange. Meanwhile the uxorilocal marriage also completed

gorgeous turn of itself.

Key words: Popular novels of Ming and Qing dynasties; uxorilocal marriage; construction of plot
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