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On Dual Dimension of STS Thoughts of Marxism and It’ s

Contemporary Enlightenments
ZHANG Lei, ZHENG Wenfan
(School of Humanities and Law , Northeastern University, Shenyang 110819, P. R. China)

Abstract: Marx and Engels didn’ t put forward the concept of “STS”, but their works contain rich content and
profound thought of STS. STS thought of Marxism has double dimensions, outstanding performance in the dual role
of science and technology to natural, social and human beings. Science and technology not only transform and uti-
lize the nature, but also damage or even destroy nature. Science and technology not only promote the development
and progress of society, sometimes will hinder social development. The development of science and technology not
only promotes the liberation of the human beings, and will make them into a new “slavery”. The fundamental im-
plication of STS thoughts of Marxism is: to overcome the negative effect of science and technology, and make sci-
ence and technology coordinated development with the natural, social, human, fundamentally speaking, is not to e-
liminate the science and technology itself, but to transform the application environment of science and technology.

Key words: Karl Marx; science, technology, and society( STS); social practice
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