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On the “Mother Images” in Anne Bradstreet’ s Poetry
ZHOU Xiao
(School of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University of Technology, Ningbo 315211, P. R. China)

Abstract: Anne Bradstreet( 1612 —1672) is considered as the first famous poetess in the colonial era of North
America, and also the first one who published her poems named The Tenth Muse Lately Sprung up in America during
her lifetime. A close reading of Anne’ s poems reveals that she had portrayed three kinds of mother images. The
first is the mother in reality with maternal love to the children; the second refers to the author of literary works, in
a figurative sense; the third reverses the roles of mother and daughter.

Key words: Anne Bradstreet; poetry; mother image
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