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Balance Between Literature and Religion .

An analysis of Emerson’s “Poet — Priest”
ZENG Xuemei
(School of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 401331, P. R. China)

Abstract: The image of the “Poet — Priest” lies at the center of Emerson’ s transcendentalism. This image is
developed through the combination of the European mythological “Orphic Poet” and Puritan ideology to stimulate a
natural religion, in which literature and poetry is excelled to the position of Bible and revelation, or even to a high-
er position; and the poet is simultaneously promoted to a higher position than that of the priest. Therefore, with the
image of the “Poet — Priest”, Emerson freed American literature in the 19" ¢. from the influence of the harsh Puri-
tanism, encouraged literary creation, and stimulated the development of the New England Renaissance.

Key words: poet — priest; literature; religion; New England Renaissance; balance and development
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