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Research on the development process and characteristics of the modern

think tank undertaking based on the academic research angle
HU Xiaoyang'*'"?, QIU Junping'*'"
(1. a. Evaluation and Research Center for World-Class Think Tanks ,
b. School of Information and Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430072, P. R. China;
2. Editorial Department of Journal of Hubei University, Wuhan 430062, P. R. China)

Abstract: Academic research is an important path to solve scientific questions and social problems, and then
to promote the balanced development of science and society. There are certain corresponding relationships between
the scale of academic research activity and its corresponding social undertaking scale and development stages. After
revealing these relationships, the modern think tank undertaking development process in the world was divided into
three different stages including the forming stage, low-speed adjusting stage and high-speed development stage by
the trends of the number of academic research literatures on “think tank” theme in WOS database, and then the
development characteristics of three different stages of the modern think tank undertaking in the world were revealed
by the methods of word-frequency analysis and content analysis. Finally, the present development situation of
modern think tank undertaking in China is analyzed, and by the contrast analysis, we confirm that the modern think
tank undertaking in China, although in its infancy, is speeding up along a great path with a leap-type development
mode.

Key words: academic research; modern think tank undertaking; development stage; hot spot; development

characteristic; leap-type development
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