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The problem and crux of social governance penalization
XU Wei
(School of Cyber Security and Information Law, Chongqing University of
Posts and Telecommunications, Chongqing 400065, P. R. China)

Abstract: The penalization of social governance refers to the trend of expansion and aggravation of penalty
power in the process of social governance. The crux of social governance penalization lies in misusing social
control theory. Specifically, the crux of concept of social governance is to strengthen penalty instrumentalism
and weaken penalty humanism; the crux of social governance mode is to pay attention to external penalty
sanctions and despise inner moral restraint; the crux of social governance subject is excessive state penalty
control and inadequate public participation. As a result, there are deviations in the value concept of criminal
law, the positive function of criminal law is weakened, and the effect of crime prevention is not obvious.
Undoubtedly, the penalization of social governance is not conducive to the modernization of social governance
and the process of rule of law, and a profound reflection and long—term consideration are needed.

Key words: social governance; penalization; social control theory; crime
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