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Environmental regulation, economic structure and employment inresource-based

cities; Comparative analysis of resource-based cities and non-resource-based cities
CHEN Ping"*, LUO Yan’
(1. School of Business, Guilin University of Electronic Technology, Guilin 541004, P. R. China;
2. Guangdong Academy of Decision Science, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, P. R. China;

3. School of Economics and Management, Guangxi Normal University, Guilin 541004 ,P. R. China)

Abstract: In view of the most prominent economic characteristics of the resource-based cities, this paper
analyzes the impact of environmental regulation on the employment of resource-based cities from the perspective
of economic structure. This paper finds that the single industrial structure and the ownership structure of more
state ownership are difficult to play the employment creation effect of environmental regulation. The results show
that there are obvious threshold characteristics in the employment effect of environmental regulation in resource-
based cities by using the panel data of 282 cities in China from 2005 to 2016, including 112 resource-based
cities and 170 non-resource-based cities. When the industrial structure surpasses the threshold, environmental
regulation changes from promoting to restraining the employment of resource-based cities, on the contrary, it
changes from restraining to promoting for non-resource-based cities. When crossing the threshold value of
ownership structure, environmental regulation will have a negative impact on employment rate in both resource-
based and non-resource-based cities. In the background of speeding up the transformation and development of
resource-based cities, it is an important way to solve the problem of reemployment of resources-based cities by
optimizing the replacement industry, making the second industry strong and reducing the investment proportion
of the state-owned enterprises.

Key words: environmental regulation; economic structure; resource-based city; employment;

threshold characteristics
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