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A historic conference to learn from history and forge ahead for a better future.
The study and research of the spirit of the Sixth Plenary Session of

the 19th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
SHEN Chuanliang

(Party School of the Central Committee of CPC ( National Academy of Governance) , Beijing 100091, P. R. China)

Abstract: The Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China looks
back on the Party’ s endeavors over the past century, reviews the Party’ s major achievements, and points out
that: the Party led the people in fighting bloody battles with unyielding determination, achieving great success
in the new—democratic revolution, marking the country’ s great transformation from a millennia—old feudal
autocracy to a people’ s democracy, and also reshaping the world political landscape and offering enormous
inspiration for oppressed nations and peoples struggling for national liberation around the world; under the
Party’ s leadership, the people worked diligently for a stronger China with a spirit of self—reliance, achieving
great success in socialist revolution and construction, and bringing about the most extensive and profound social
change in the history of the Chinese nation and a great transformation from a poor and backward Eastern country
with a large population to a socialist country; the Party led the people in freeing their minds and forging ahead,
achieving great success in reform, opening up, and socialist modernization, and marking the tremendous
advance of the Chinese nation from standing up to growing prosperous; the Party has led the people in
bolstering self —confidence and self—reliance and in innovating on the basis of what has worked in the past,
thereby bringing about great success for socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era, and the Chinese
nation has achieved the tremendous transformation from standing up and growing prosperous to becoming strong.

The Resolution on the Major Achievements and Historical Experience of the Party over the Past Century adopted
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at the session further summarizes the rich connotation of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era with “ten clarifications” on the basis of the “eight clarifications” proposed at the
19th National Congress of the CPC. The Resolution makes clear that Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era is the Marxism of contemporary China and of the 21st century, and it
embodies the best of the Chinese culture and ethos in our times and represents a new breakthrough in adapting
Marxism to the Chinese context. The Resolution systematically and authoritatively expounds the historical
achievements and changes since the 18th National Congress of the CPC from 13 aspects: upholding overall
Party leadership, full and strict governance over the Party, economic construction, comprehensively deepening
reform and opening up, and so on. The Resolution emphasizes that we should deeply understand the decisive
significance of “two upholdings” and achieve “two maintenances” with practical actions. The session
summarized the historical significance of the Party’ s endeavors over the past century: the people’ s fate,
opening up the path, theoretical guidance, influencing the world and forging itself. The Party has led the
people in great endeavors and accumulated valuable historical experience over the past century. This covers the
following ten aspects: upholding the Party’ s leadership, putting the people first, advancing theoretical
innovation, and so on. The five significances and ten experiences represent valuable practical experience
gained over the Party’ s endeavors over the past century. In particular, the summary of the experience is simple
and clear, which is conducive to our continued insistence and enrichment on the way forward. The session also
put forward clear requirements for taking road to the examination in the new era, emphasizing the need to
maintain historical self—confidence, safeguard the Party’ s unity, persist in daring to struggle and continue self
—revolution. Coinciding with the centennial of the Party, on a new journey to realize the Second Centenary
Goal, reviewing the course, sorting out achievements, summing up experience and looking ahead, the session
will unify the thinking and steps of the whole Party, unite the whole Party, the army and the people of all
ethnic groups, make preparations for the convening of the 20th National Congress of the CPC, and inject strong
impetus into the new journey of building a modern socialist country in an all-round way.

Key words: the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Central Committee of the Communist Party of China;
the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Communist Party of China; the Resolution of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China on the Major Achievements and Historical Experience of the Party over the

Past Century; glorious course; major achievements; great achievements; great leap; historical experience
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