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Analysis oncriminal punishment of ecological environment

crimes based on judicial big data
JIAO Yanpeng
(East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, P. R. China)

Abstract: The construction of ecological civilization is an important part of China’ s socialist
modernization. Punishing eco —environmental crimes according to law is an important means to ensure the
construction of ecological civilization. Based on judicial big data, this paper makes statistics and analysis on the
occurrence, basic patterns, core causes and governance strategies of ecological environment crimes stipulated in
China’ s criminal law. This research shows that the use of criminal law to punish eco—environmental crimes has
achieved initial effectiveness in China, and the incidence of ecological environment crimes in China is in the
stage of rising and falling in recent years. However, because it is still in the process of industrialization, the

interaction of people’ s production, life and ecological elements is still extensive and intensive in space and



PG T RDE BRI AU IR R SR AT 191

density. There is still a certain binary dispersion between the occurrence of eco — environmental crimes
suppressed by criminal punishment and the original kinetic energy of crimes. The occurrence of some eco—
environmental crimes shows that the objective situation that criminals obtain natural resources based on living
interests still exists in a certain space—time range. In order to improve the effectiveness of criminal law in the
treatment of ecological crimes, it is still necessary to participate in multiple parties, in multiple ways and
improve in multiple dimensions, so as to strive to achieve the synchronous and high —quality development of
people’ s production, quality of life and the construction of ecological civilization. At the micro level, the
statistical analysis based on judicial big data shows that the number of eco—environmental crimes in China has
decreased significantly since 2020 due to the impact of public policies for COVID-19 epidemic prevention and
control. However, it should be made clear that this decline has a strong externality and temporality, which is
essentially caused by the fact that the people are unable to go out. With the normalization and accuracy of the
prevention and control policies for COVID-19, people’ s production and living activities will still interact widely
with the ecological environment, and the development and utilization of natural resources into means of
production and means of living are common. In order to consolidate the effectiveness of prevention and control
of eco—environmental crimes, it is recommended that relevant departments formulate relevant plans for law
popularization of eco—environmental laws and prevention and control of eco—environmental crimes. On the one
hand, by further publicizing the concept of ecological civilization, we should publicize the laws related to
typical eco —environmental crimes, such as illegal forest cutting, deforestation, illegal hunting, killing of
precious and endangered wild animals, illegal mining, and illegal fishing of aquatic products. On the other
hand, we should fully mobilize grass—roots autonomous organizations such as communities, village committees
and neighborhood committees, encourage the development of alternative industries and other ways, and
effectively reduce the conflict between the protection of the basic living interests of the people in the places
where the elements of the ecological environment are located and the ecological environment to a low level
through diversified governance, so as to fundamentally reduce the incidence of ecological environmental crimes
and consolidate the achievements of the construction of ecological civilization.

Key words: ecological civilization; ecological environment crime; crime rule; governance effectiveness;

judicial big data
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