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Abstract: This paper compares construction industry labor productivity between P. R. China and more developed

countries using the productivity and purchasing power parity theories. The paper also compares P. R. China

productivity in construction with that in other industries. Possible reasons for the differences are analyzed and advice

proposed. The main conclusion is that despite rapid construction productivity growth in P. R. China, a deep gap

persists between P. R. China and more developed countries. Increased construction industry investment is needed to

enhance construction industry labor productivity and global competitiveness.
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