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STABILITY FACTORS OF THREE-POINT BEND ROUND BEAM
SPECIMENS FOR FRACTURE TESTING
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ABSTRACT Crack gtowth stability is very important for fracture toughness testing of brittle
matetials. The width of crack for a three-point bend round beam specimen changes continuously
during the process of crack extensjon, so that the analysis of crack growth stability becomes compli-
cated for this kind of specimen: This paper presents a method for calculating its stability facton-;,
and the resulis of the calculation are compéred with those of other specimens.

KEY WORDS fractute mechanics; three-point bend round beam specimen, crack growth
atability . stability factor.
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