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Brief Description from UNESCO

An exceptional example of a sustainable and productive cultural landscape that is unique and representative
of a tradition that is a strong symbol for coffee growing areas worldwide - encompasses six farming landscapes,
which include 18 urban centres on the foothills of the western and central ranges of the Cordillera de los Andes
in the west of the country. It reflects a centennial tradition of coffee growing in small plots in the high forest
and the way farmers have adapted cultivation to difficult mountain conditions. The urban areas, mainly situated
on the relatively flat tops of hills above sloping coffee fields, are characterized by the architecture of the
Antioquian colonization with Spanish influence. Building materials were, and remain in some areas, cob and
pleated cane for the walls with clay tiles for the roofs.
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Criterion (v) ; The CCLC is an outstanding example of continuing land-use, in which the collective effort
of several generations of campesino families generated innovative management practices of natural resources in
extraordinarily challenging geographical conditions. The strong community focus on coffee production in all
aspects of life produced an unparalleled cultural identity, which finds its physical expression in the cultural
patterns and materials used for coffee farming as well as the urban settlements.
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Criterion (vi): The coffee tradition is the most representative symbol of national culture in Colombia,
for which Colombia has gained worldwide recognition. In the CCLC this coffee culture has led to rich
tangible and intangible manifestations in the territory, with a unique legacy, included in, but not limited
to, the harmonious integration of the productive processin the social organization and housing typology,
and communicated though associated local traditions and costumes, such as the sombrero aguadeno-a
traditional type of hat-and the raw hide shoulder bag, still used by the coffee producers.
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