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The West Lake Cultural Landscape of Hangzhou, comprising the West Lake and the hills surrounding
its three sides, has inspired famous poets, scholars and artists since the 9th century. It comprises numerous
temples, pagodas, pavilions, gardens and ornamental trees, as well as causeways and artificial islands.
These additions have been made to improve the landscape west of the city of Hangzhou to the south of the
Yangtze River.

The West Lake has influenced garden design in the rest of China as well as Japan and Korea over the
centuries and bears an exceptional testimony to the cultural tradition of improving landscapes to create a
series of vistas reflecting an idealised fusion between humans and nature.
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Criterion (ii) ;: The improved landscape of West Lake can be seen to reflect Buddhist ideals imported

into China from India such as ‘Buddhist peacefulness” and ‘nature as paintings’, and in turn it had a major
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influence on landscape design in East Asia. Its causeways, islands, bridges, temples, pagodas and well
defined views, were widely copied over China, notably in the summer Palace at Beijing and in Japan. The
notion of ten poetically named scenic places persisted for seven centuries all over China and also spread to
the Korean peninsula after the 16th century, when Korean intellectuals made visits to the West Lake.

P v i) = 285 Wt 1) G 380 S5 WL R A o 19 280 3 & DB B2 A% A v [ ) — S W SR & BT B A ok 8 — b 19
SR - RN — BRI DR AR 0 T A R A AR Tl XY S BT R A TR R . B R B L B D SR
0 555 R B 3 WY 1 SEOULTE v LR AS 2 T 0 T R i) i A A e R e R H AR Ml X, R i 4 T
M RE S A E TP E AL T 7 Al iy HAE 16 tHad i, %38 3] 7 i 5

Criterion (iii): The West Lake landscape is an exceptional testimony to the very specific cultural
tradition of improving landscapes to create a series of "pictures’ that reflects what was seen as a perfect
fusion between people and nature, a tradition that evolved in the Tang and Song Dynasties and has
continued its relevance to the present day. The ‘improved” West Lake, with its exceptional array of man-
made causeways, islands, bridges, gardens, pagodas and temples, against a backdrop of the wooded hills,
can be seen as an entity that manifests this tradition in an outstanding way.
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Criterion (vi): The Tang and Song culture of demonstrating harmony between man andnature by
improving the landscape to create pictures of great beauty, captured by artists and given names by poets, is
highly visible in the West Lake Landscape, with its islands, causeways, temples, pagodas and ornamental
planting. The value of that tradition has persisted for seven centuries in West Lake and has spread across
China and into Japan and Korea, turning it into a tradition of outstanding significance.
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