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Papermaking is one of the four great inventions in ancient China. Xuan Paper is an outstanding
representative of traditional handmade paper, it has strong, smooth surface, and a pure and clean texture
of softness and toughness; It is strong in its resistance to creasing, corrosion, moths and mould. Since the
Tang Dynasty (early in the eighth century), it has been widely used in calligraphy, painting and printing
books. Up to now, Xuan Paper has not yet been produced by modern machine. No other paper can compare
with it in terms of historical, cultural and technical values.

The making of Xuan paper involves 108 procedures. It has strict requirements for water quality, raw
materials, equipment as well as the making skills. This handicraft has been passed down from generation to
generation in oral form, and in this process it achieved continuous improvements. With the integration of
other cultural elements, it has exerted profound impact on Chinese national culture and played a significant
role in promoting Chinese national identity and maintaining its cultural diversity.
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R.1:The traditional handicrafts of making Xuan paper have been transmitted orally from generation to
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generation and provide the communities concerned with a sense of identity and continuity.
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R.2: Inscription on the Representative List would contribute to the visibility of intangible cultural
heritage, raise awareness among young people about its importance, and promote cultural diversity and
human creativity.
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R.3: The nomination describes recent efforts undertaken by various parties, proposes safeguarding
measures with a clear timeline and budget allocation, and demonstrates thecommitment of national and
local governments as well as the communities concerned.
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R.4:. The practitioners and communities concerned participated actively in the elaboration of the
nomination file at all stages and expressed their free, prior and informed consent.
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R.5:The element is inscribed on the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage administered by the
Department of Intangible Cultural.
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