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Abstract: Addressing the challenge of unbalanced traffic management and scheduling in distributed software-
defined networking (SDN) for traffic engineering, we propose a solution for traffic routing optimization across
multi-control domains based on load balancing. Firstly, we define the composition of message traffic and the rules
for intra-domain and inter-domain communication. Then, we establish an optimization model aiming at balancing
controller loads and minimizing maximum link utilization. The model is based on the composition of control link
traffic using four control messages, with link traffic divided into control message traffic and network traffic.

Finally, we propose a two-layer routing algorithm based on communication rules. To improve the accuracy of the
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model solution, we introduce an improved discrete firefly algorithm. Evaluating the model using the ABILENE
network and GEANT network, we assess indicators such as control message traffic, controller load, and link load.
Experimental results show that the optimization model effectively balances loads between controllers and links,
emphasizing the significance of managing message traffic in traffic engineering. Compared to centralized control
modes, the average controller load in the flat distributed control mode is reduced by 47.3%, with the the maximum
link utilization difference not exceeding 15%.

Keywords: software defined networking; traffic engineering; multi-domain; discrete firefly algorithm
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Fig. 1 Intra-domain traffic vs inter-domain traffic
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Step 5 WHR i 5 A% ML 0 55 d kb F Rl — A~ 45 il 3k , 8 ] Dijkstra B 2T BNt p (0,d ). MRAE(6)(8)(12)
AR N s £ 2 (14D BB A R 00 67 3, Bk 2 Step 10,
0, ULNR B 50 R R P, (i) s

Step 6 I P, (i) HHICE < uy > MR (14) FRE R i A PHER LG ha] A& S bl 3 R B .

Step 7 W i==u, WA 2 T o 2 S IR, 0, = o, MEIH R (6) FE 7 AR I B4 i 17 2%, 4k 42 Step 6.

Step 8 Wi = wy = v, W BEWI b T 5l 45 40 . 8 ] ADR BB 8 AH AR B 11 p (0,nsd )» BRI ZE 4 AL ., VE J9 57
IR IR 0, = i, BBTEE 1 p (0,d ) A p(0,d) = p(0,d) U p (0055, )3 MR (7) (8) TR AH I B e 970 4, 24k 25
Step 6.

Step9 WIS j==v, W] U W 5] 3K 2K o5 45 W 48, ] Dijkstra 5835 7T 58 0, 81K 05 32 e HL d 38k 9 8% B p (0,,d ), 35357 3 R
p(0,d)=p(o,d)Up(o,..d). HHE(8) T H AN BE R 713K

Step 10 Hu & p (0.d)e

Step 11 il [ OD AT 25 7R, Bk 2] Step 2.

Step 12 =RE7

TLR 575 g — %1 OD Ui 15 by i, 2 5 O30 )V 6% 0% 0 2880 4 1 4% 0 280, 52 ey J 2 OD WAt B9 ¢ by 315 o
AT 3 B30 S A 4 M X OD Ui i el InE, FEAR BRSNS TS A R A 2 e . O TR A ROA KT,
75 TLR Sk 45 8 R A e Xk oR i 22 H AR Ak 1)t
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3 fEHE%E

i K WYk (firefly algorithm, FA)JE Yang 55" ) — Ffosr 28 (0 f 1A% A €00 38 B0 0 | L0301 B A 280 ik 2
B R A R, 2549 (8 20 B 28005 0, &) TS0 BRI AR B SR it 4% 4~ OD Uit b I e A B Ha B Fh 5
BRI T, T A R S ORE BT A A B T A% S8 FA S35 3 B2 M D 3% S50 P i 25 ) ) B0, AN B 504 T SR
DRI, 4 SR ) — o e 1 8 T K RV BRE 3 o SO R R AR TR L SR T R R . R A R
0 R A SRR T OD I N IBE ) fie A % o o
31 HEXEX

W FEM 1 m (ij) # OB OD B0 R 2o 245 B> OD i X W — A~ 6 fi AR 4, i i 48 5 A Bk 3T
EATLENHH S R — KBt . 2> OD XTI 2 55 B H , R 2z (67 38 K0k B A 1 51 26 7 — o] 47 9 8 F
i & o A B A G i vy BRSO 1 0 G HE Y BV g5 O B AR B @ BRI
31,1 wKEEE

K BFRIR — AR BEAE , BDITA OD it 19 e A 86 R o 1900 4 B R 7R XY 1T OD Yt % I 19 % F 4 1, X, =
(X0 5X ey, ) ZE N B A5 IO, o X, FETR R 0158 K U5 k> OD i X . 1 B 45 o Bl an X, = (1,2,1,3,4)
FIRAETE 1~51 OD i, 45 31> OD Y X Az A9 B £H 25 4 1, BRES 30> OD Jii X N7 A9 B R W % 86 AR & e 5 o
1 B o
312 BKEREE

K HUSE BT S WA AR 4 AR el 58 1Y) 3 K MU D ] S SR A B

FH 2 %8 5 FE 4 3 %2 KRR IR A0S 1 52 B, — O B bR sR g . DAL HAR R B 0, HAB 8/, 30 B A
RUEAR | B 5 bR o D)5 A B 4 % 5

1
l:mo

278 AN R ST © To 55 K, BRI ) 4 Xt 52 BEAE R 0.

FH AR E 5 B 4l 2 478 Kk HUZ (B (R e 5 B I 448 R T o 559 , O e e 6 %8 ol R G 2 B R Ry

I,=Ie™"", (25)

o o RN M R B s d, 3R A 33 K L 2 [ BE BG 0°F- T o FH B FR G Y5 25 S MR 3R L R 22 ] 1
PR G B 60 A [R) B 22, 150 BH B BT, B 2 B . )

1 (24)

1sifxzk¢x,'k§

O’ ;H\:,f‘mo

2 2
= o0 =3.

d,-j:H XX HZZH (xaDPx1,x2Px0,..x0Px;) Hz, x,-k@xjk—{ (26)

B x, = (1,2,1,3.4),X, = (3,2,7.3,5), MHi g d, = | x.@X,
313 mK KR

K HSE BE 5 WG] ) ORI AE L, A (R B A 2 K HL ) % 51 ) A7 A 25 e, L 8 o o 5, U i
KCHL R RIS TR R A

By=Poe”", (27)
K, B, FR IR B (r=0) BTG W 51 7, — M EUE S 1.
3.4 K EKALF P ARk
A O AR IR W | S B T ) SR e MR A B S R 0 A O S D 0N L L /) L I B
AP X L ) 66 P 0 D /S o S Y o B A R R, U KL X B O RS 1 R A A R

X (t+ 1) =0 (8) ALy (xa ()= x5 (1) )+ F (*); (28)
0,if (rand-0.5)<0;
F(*)={-1,if 0<i(rand-0.5)<f, (29)
1, HAtb,

28, ABy (xy (1) = x, (1)) RN 55 k4l 3 B 2E{E (o, (1) = x, (0)) BEAH X 52 2 3, 728 A, el (] 25 2L Oy



%78 IO F A REM LM ST S BA T TAM B WAk 19

B (29) i R F (%) FRMRYE A (rand - 0.5) BN 5 B, K/NERIR I H 7 0. -1.1,Hd 4 e[0,1]5£R
KT rand S 0~1 359 43 A BEHLEL

x> 0, YO LK 0 EE ANl 55 8% o 2 A5 /0N S e A B 6 L L ROAIR, T R L I,
GRS

1
val e{ E(x,»k—x_,»kl...,—l 4, rand (0,1)<p;

al, xik<x,k

v
A(Bi(xu(t)=—xp(2)))= vale{ x!k_xjk,m,%txik_xjkj v, rand (0,1)2 B3 (30)

0’ xikzxjko

K AU B B0 5 ) e BE SR S DR, 5 B R v Y K HU RS B, Ry T S R R AR R AR, S R

MURS Bh 728 S 4 o 0 0 B i i 1940 3 K U7 B X P38 A A o R TR 58 1+ 1 UGB AR B A 0h
xa (t+1)=x(t)+F(*)o (31)

A U B R S U SR AR k4 e (AR A AR kS OD IR A % FR 4 S v TR D0 RS L e 30T 5L
3.2 DFAE%

3 o T A S K MU e R R B RS B SR A DG S IR, S B I S 0 A A R Y S ) A
KAt
3.2.1 ABEAEA

fdt ) TLR 305 15804~ OD Uit W 07 1Y) 8% Hhy B8 5, 17 8 O, 8 S i 0 it O] A i A 008 /0 | % oy
BB D B i RS AN . BEFE 1 000N ASTR YR F OD i A TLR 5 45 by i th 46 A o B4 &f K B AY 2
T A5 SR ATLAEL , B ATL R P S0 B A XoF 7 3% 11 4R 5 o 5 (L, DT 26 B0 H A1 %2 K AR SR 0 R T i
322 DFA i

B ¥ 5 DFA 50k
HiA - W25 E AN R TR M
i £ Xt OD Pt XiF 7 14 55 A2 3 i o
Step 1 KRR RCE BRI R B o, e KW ) By, e RIEARKEL T, AR B =10 MR8 Tl B 400 2 55 00 900 s
X = (XX, X))o
Step 2 PR e R AR v AR AN L B AR S B T () He DA/ IN B RS 91 5% kol 5 B 0 5 K U B X o
Step 3 MRl [T At K7, BB B AFAE 1, () > 1 () A AN AEAE Wt e H 70 T A s o v 40 6 22 B e R iy, )
MHRZC (31) PUAT BENLFES B A8 S B4 5 75 0], 8 A ol j 7 B 1) i KO i B 3 o
Step 4 Jr AR S AR Y ki S0 WG] AR IR (28) TR RS B S (9 W A B A X, v i R
O 48 X6F 252 B 5 KR o7 AR Ay i L R RS B0 1)
Step 5 KUK LA AN K B F AT A AR S8 AR L A L () > 1 (e + 1), BRI K ORS d) R 40 S AR ES OR
AT 5 W AT e e sh .
Step 6 HUHTAEANEE K AR B, BT B SR 0 W K U B XA <= T W =1 AREEIAT Step 2
Step 7 Hir i e J AR AR /N H AR E € (X))
Step 8 R

4 ZWHMH

4.1 FEMIERF

TR B AR R BRGNS S A I B A O A R A B A R AT SR 8
411 FHEHEKRT

S A 4 T 6 R e T 4 A9 SR A e R R 1 AR B L 5 OD N B O, W L, ROR
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DD (e(kl))
favg: keS leS . (32)

> >kl

keS leS

4.1.2 =4 8B fRH A
TS 18] [ AR B o A O I SRS AT BE I AT, LA XA A g ) e 22 1] B B2, s Ak I 2K B A I AROR
M 22 o i 5

0= Umax - UminO (33)
R 5 A 2% o B B3 L e A ) 4 60 R 0 RO
— 9

AT (34)

o (EL /1N T 25 (/1N , 670 4
413 GG BHH
T OD U fk Bl Pl IR L4 R I8 0 i T 97 ot BT, 8 — A B 0 0 O 1 B e 20 I
PHFE ., FHBE B AP )5 2% o fi
1 _
5=/(|E_1)22(ﬂ(e<k,l)>—ﬂ ) (35)

keS leS

] S e (kD IE i B

RO S R R =
42 HIE&E

ST E P A AR TR A 04 BT AT 48 IR U ABILENE M 2% .GEANT [ 4% (04 4 5 FI I SO Y560 5F .
2% 0 b B U3 2 T s ol FH 488 fh e i B A vk O ABILENE R 2% 43 hy 2 452l 58, GEANT M 4% 43l 4 4

s il 8

F2 MR
Table 2 Network topology
CES RIPEE HE B T I S R A e B Ui dik 1 (1] 315 Rl
ABILENE 12 15 288 2004-08-01(00:00~23:55)
GEANT 22 36 96 2005-05-05(00:00~23:55)

43 LINIREE
SEER AL Java il F I & TEZ AT B (CPU 8 4%, WA 16 G, Winl1) .
AR SR S A SRR [101 s T4 R A I E , R 3R .

®3 MAEBRSHY

Table 3 Optimization of model parameters

ZH e
Bk s FElR o (e(iy)) 40 Gbps
Pl as A U 512 Mbps
PACKET _INJH & O, 128 kbps
PACKET OUTHE 0, 256 kbps
ECHOH B 0, 256 kbps
SYNCHRONIZATION {4 E. 0, 256 kbps

DFA Bk S50 5 SCIR[16]FIs fT 45 R AR (HIE , MK 4 PR .
TLR 53 Rl DFA S35 060 4 6 M Mas A7 22 0K, 0 E o 6 A AR A 868 ol 8 e 0 it 0 A SE B 45 8 . SDN Y
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A v ke 35 53 DAy B ORI A 2 R T 3 SR — 1 0 4 i 0 A L IR 4 MR B L AR SR 0 A Uk SR
T A5 A i 4 G () A L 68 245 0 B ML), 39 5% T DFA 500 SR il e A 1

#4 DFAHESH
Table 4 Parameters of DFA algorithm

28 B E
K AR R H 200
| REACRELT,,, 500
W51 71 B, 1
U EY 4 1
HRE T2 0.25

44 EHIFAHS W

P 25 00 M 2 o A A o) 2 2 ) B B 22 BE L EE N BT BRI AL P 2.3 43 LR 2 R I 46 1 24 o
bR Y A o A AR SR R 2B DL T DFA B0 89 o B9/ T TLR 503k, o (B 230 F 2 IR 32% . 28% , B
DFA 53 12: %) TLR 5k 0 A RS B2 A B b itk

401
3.5h i g
{ Hak 1l M
3.0 & ] g J
2.5- I I
1 | 1} el
s 2.0 NI "’l’l
| I il
1:5' |
1.0f
051 ——TLR
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Fig.2 Comparison of ¢ in ABILENE
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Fig. 3 Comparison of ¢ in GEANT
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47.3% , Je: PR by 22 A 45 il 4 2l S A A O R 9 2% £ S, Ak B S R R X 2

03¢ 80
=TLR
=DFA
o S, fu
0.2+ g 60 -
: =
ES £
5
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Fig.4 Comparison of ¢’'in ABILENE and GEANT Fig.5 Comparison of average controller load rate of GEANT

4.5 EHIERRESH

P 6tk s 2 i O H B OD N %038 i Y 78 Ak B2, TLR 33 40 BT 60 4~ OD i, i T2 3 P 3l 15 A 277
Az B ) A 7 AR BE AN 5 2, KT 60, A 3R] A S R A A ) O 1 SR RN A SR B T L S
705 AR E AR o b T A D i B OD A RS I, 2 Bl ) Ik i 9 B S i AR K . IR T WoR i B
OD G AR A AF B0 o H T TLR B33k 26 38 3l P IR A5 58 9l [ 2 o) 45 1] 28 2 36008 8L, 77 26 R W) s 4
Ui B OD It 5 B i, P 345 T U A S, B W AR, 2 OD AN ER T 23 B L,/ T 1, T WY 45 i Ut 1 7 2
7R i Y P AR 45 T A% BE A RE I Y OD Yt o
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Fig. 6 The change process of fin ABILENE Fig. 7 The change process of f, in ABILENE

P 8 Sy DFA B3k SR A 7 1] 4 Bk 0t &k o5 8 A B S O B LU AB1), HCF- (B0 2.2% , F- B0 5y 110.8 Mbps, %
W358 OD il i 1o 28 25 B8 ol 0 SRR o, R ) O R B A B N RN O, B Tl e A A R HE A R R 2% 4
FE o MAN P BE B TS OD AN KON AR R/ 5, OD AN BORITAL 1t /1N, 47 ol B 6 0 LG EEBOK .
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Fig. 8 The proportion of network control traffic in ABILENE
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4.6 EEAHHH

% B 28 340 A7 30 o B B R 3R 7 25 O R e KB B R TR e, TR 0 80N B B R OB A 1 9 Ry A
PR S (H 5 KK 10.6% , B HH DFA B335 3R A 19 B8 % 22 (0] B 40AH 25 R K, I i o /10 v 4 A 2R o
B e B RAE R 50.4% , KEBATEAE 40% 2247, J& HH T GEANT M 4% OD Ji # K, B K it 15 81 3 259.6 Mbps.
B b2 p Y BE R 38 07 22 6 R BE 3R 238 g, S/ T 00 A0 TR RSS20, Sl TR W 48 40y — >4
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Fig. 11 The relationship between ¢ and n
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