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A joint optimization method for magnetorheological elastomer
actuator
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(1. Nuclear Power Institute of China, Chengdu 610200, P. R. China; 2. College of Optoelectronic
Engineering, Chongqing University, Chongqing 400044, P. R. China)

Abstract: Magnetorheological elastomer (MRE) actuator is the core component of smart vibration isolation
application system, and its structure optimization is the key to determining the upper limit of actuator's
performance and the effectiveness of system's control. However, there have been few optimization methods and
theoretical research on MRE actuators. In this paper, a new joint parameter optimization method of an MRE
actuator is proposed based on its mechanical structure and effective magnetic circuit, with the optimization goals
of superior magnetic-control performance, low power consumption and fast response time. Firstly, with the
effective combination of genetic optimization algorithm and electromagnetic finite element analysis method, the
optimization programming of MRE actuator is completed based on the joint simulation of MATLAB and

COMSOL. Secondly, the optimization design of global size structure of the actuator is realized with the
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advantages of superior magnetic-control performance (526.21 mT), low power consumption (44.05 W) and fast
response (5.43 ms). Lastly, the MRE actuator assembled after optimization is tested by a test system, verifying the
feasibility and effectiveness of the proposed optimization method. The proposed joint optimization method is not
only suitable for the structure of MRE actuator in this paper, but also can provide theoretical reference for the
optimization design of common MRE devices in multi-field vibration reduction/isolation applications.

Keywords: magnetorheological elastomer; actuator; joint optimization; genetic algorithm; electromagnetic finite

element method
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Fig. 1 Horizontal MRE actuator
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Fig.2 The simplified magnetic circuit of MRE actuator

F R I 17 DO R ] 0, MIRE PRAT #45% PAT 6 B 65 v 1) 3 55 48 FH FE A B %) i s 34 Bk LA G 8% 1
FH, %R N
¢=5=ﬂ, ()
R. R.
A o WG B0 3 35 N ol MRE $RUAT 25 Hh 14 L 12 42 B I 435 700 MIRE PR T 2 v 9 2 Bl P 3
BE AN, H R % 3 R B TG AR — S A R AL, T AT — DA AT A R e R A T i s A T ) Y, D
DD =0. Kb T 2(b) i E IR 2 a1 T AR A L B
@=B,S,=--=B,S;=---=BS; , 3)
K, B RN i Bl 6 11 R SV R
2 (1)~3(3) AT LA H MRE S0 AT #5% 45 Bl 5 1% 1 SR N o B oy
B— Fn _ NI _ NI ) )
R.S: R.S; S,-zé: l;
= poptiSs
7 LR N U ] 0 J2 , MRE AT #4518 v 1) 350 20 ek 00 1 002 5 R %% B A DG I AR M S 8L, BNk




100 TR K F F IR % 46 %

T 7 B B P 1 S R O A R, DR, W B A R SRAT A B B A SN (AN BB TR B E R TR,
SU AR IS 530 5 20 A, SC R SCKE FEHT T J5 2 A RS £ 0 57 I ] 345 v, EL AR R 6 3 3 A0 20 A R R
fé A BRITEEAE COMSOL HSE B .

2 RULERS

2.1 RHEEREAER

MRE $AT 2% 0 B 7 VEBE L S 8 CE R S BB /E R PUAT 4% B — 2 09 PERE 7T 45 X ) o ] 428 X[ 58, R
4w 0 72 Pk re (MBS (BHLJE 45 ) AT I8 i [l ™, SR B A P B g #5 PE e . %2 5K MIRE U7 & LA OB 1Y) 1
FEMERE , EBIE N T B R [ A 4R 2 Al A T R Mok e g R W A R T AL el SR R PR RE S
AL SR 9] #5428 08 [ A 0 A5 el A XoF 5 32 5 I 3 R A

MRE $HAT &% I G 45 M RE 55 MRE B9 G B0H0W % VI A ¢ o & )2 MIRE &b (1 184375 78 Ak 3 [ 8K, MRE 19 6 3
ROV A8 U MRE 04T %% B G 3 Pk e Al . PRI , MIRE $RA T 28 A0 00 B 45 1k BE 2 3 T 8 2 MRE AL Y 555 i J2%
D7 5 AR AR DX TE) b 2 R B — AN B E R % AL 2 TR, i MRE $RAT 2 19 8 % 43 B T %0 & )2 MRE Ab
) B % 07 5 R RT LA S AR

NI

Swre Ry
U s NV R £ R T8 5 1 o 2 L TN 288 FL O 5 R R T8 35 5 W BEL 5 S 29 MIRE A 48 THT A

MG LAE W 7R 0 00 FE T R, o B 4 T MIRE A (16 2 S8 5 B vl R R, ) o A Ak P AT g R
F) £k VBRI G B A5 A R SE B, AN L 7E 1.2 70 h & o A i W B T A A SOR B T TRE 0 = 1, RV R e
TR ECE T HE T, 8 T okkb s AT R | IS 206 R A BR JC 430 B v X MRE $0AT & 2547 L 74 05
B, AR AR S )2 MRE AL B 7 Y G I8 o B2 o PRt 55 — A4k B s J2 8 o f0 fk MRE 07 7 4% £k Pl 0 1 1%
S48 52 BB )72 MIRE A W J 07 58 5 19 e R AL AL+ H AR BRACRT 7528 f, (x )= max ( Bure )o
22 RIIE

Tt I L B JS L T MIRE $AUAT # th 2 Bl B AE 7 S A 3 25 7 AR R A L IR DB R . = 2
FE 23 U7 MRE AOBHE PR BE , 245 MRE 80§k 5 G0 45 i 4l > IRIUE | $8 2 0% 8 1 58 9 52 3 45 1™ Rt , 7 it
MRE $A7 & B, 10928 45 0k B AT S AR T #E

INF(S)FT LA, %6 T8 5 A9 I, 38 Ao 385 R 28 Pl I 50 IV sl 355 9%l P 79T 8 =5 MIREE X8 11 i 7 52
B SR, ARG S Bl F B A SC, 7E 2R BBl A A 1 o I VO B A B U L TR T, i v 4 B I B VAN 2
ol 5 A A FRURIN B 0 A, 3 2 07 A B B 3 R, 14 R A R LB

pl
9 6
" (©)

e p T R L RE R B FRLBE A IO 2R I8 R, o 4R Bl R N A AR TR 5 A Ry 2 el e 4w AR, G v £ el 2
2 H 0.8 mm.

A 1 I AE CR AT ) € LR Po=T R, W LLE H, JCIe 1 R R V8l LA IV, B8 R4 Pl W Ui 1, 9 25 (il 4
2 Pl 1) D FE 1S O, 3t i 2k Pl oA VIR R T R o LD i L Rt 2 B R ) TR T G A 36 s 2k ) i BEL B R
SRR D FEIE — 2D R . B B S S R A I K B A BK Bl U Y B 3k PR SO MRE BT g R T B
KA A3 A 524 H bR 2 8 4 1Ak MRE $hAT 45 2k 18] 25 4 52 30 8% 15 Dh AR 1Y Je /M, A 7 H A ek
Al RIR M £ (x)=min (P, ).
2.3 BRI M A

T s A2 W 07 I ) F8) D08 Ak B 1 v, A2 P v, e i 17 1o 1) A 000 o R e, G e 7 FRF 7 23 38 42 1) 2R 456 110
P AT I, B AT A TR B OO o DRI, R AER MIRE PAUA T 45 1) F U T 7 R T8 A7 0 7 4 T D4 2 40 1 2 il ROR

MRE AT i 79 i B A T DA A R 1A A8 R0 88 L. 5 S5 A8 BE R 1 B IBR 45 48 . >4 X MRE $RUAT 2% 1) £& el
TN 1A % 285 B R G R S T e 2k B e SRk H g R A A R VE T L & Y R IR S BE A I
A S SR o VA A O AT B KRR 5, G AL e L I [ O o= Lo/R., B B TR ST R 2 AR AR

(%)

Bure =

R.=



A $oRLE R T B AR HUT B 6 BT R AR o1

63.2% 7 LI ] Herp SR AL BH R AT il S (6) AR B, AR AR LR LR
N

LC ’
1

(7)

B A LR, 115,
_Ne _N*
I R,

BEAh, 1.2 795 MRE $RA7 45 1% 20 A ] 00 8 18 9 B G BH R e 1T MRE B X T 3R G2 /N T 04T 45 i 12
R A A S G o ANIET 2 TR, B )R MRE AR BB FH (R ) IE R T R i (Ra-) EJZ T X (R-) 1
BIHL(Rw-o) BN (Ro- o) BIRERE, BUAHRS T R, WEBH Ry R s R B R TT LA T, o H 25 FE [
H TR 4 2 ] B DX T B (R - 5) B S B i T i 22 B A7 A 19 22 3¢ [l B s i A BRL 4, O A {3153, MRE 3R
4% B9 S BE B B2 O B J2 MRE AL BERHLAY 3 4%, B .

o (8)

6
Rm:sz—iz3Rm—2 ’ (9)
i=1
U] MRE $00AT & ) 45 20 L A
LN N (10)
© I 3R,

IRt MRE HU7T 5860 1 90000 52 195 K
Lo N N (11
R. 3R.R..> 3R.R._ure

T L MRE BT 58 0 L 00000 571 5 0 20 P M 8 B B B RS0 3 DA
bR 0 MRS AT 5 28 L e Bl 25 4 52 L0k, 0 17 6 1 682/ G T L o8 BT 260 £ (o )=

min (7, )o
3 BEMMULFE
3.1 iR

MRE AT #8 F 00 A 0 — 48 ROSF 2549 ik T2 R B0k an 81 3 i , A 26 2800 Cff a2 78 B AR5 A 1B A2 ) TR
FEAE B O o SCHP DA i 4 ] R L AR T RE A bR T R R fE Ak B bR, MRE $RAT % 10 fk 1] 804 A
mr.

.=

x|

Xg

steel

Iyge

X7

X6 [

Xs

(a) MREBTHR B RREAL R T &5 (b) AL TH KRS

3 RUEERE
Fig.3 Optimization problems

311 %%

MRE $HA T &% T RF AL B RT SHO0 x = o1 x50 x5 00 x5 X6 7 x5 X0 ] o



102 TR K F F IR % 46 %

312 %
B J7 MRE-f¥ 5 25 44 (14 J5 B R T AR 0 « taire = fuear = 1 MM, Frgpe = Fyear = 30 mm,
LR HREE R  6,=2 mm,
WY MESEN % N :d.=5mm,d. =1 mm.
3.1.3 A REM
ASE ETRARBENT -
NP /MR B8 xw=[12 7 3 10 3 0.01 3 3 3],
RF e KPR E{E :x=[15 10 10 20 12 4 15 15 12].
A, MRE $HAT i 1 $5c K HL G U PR SE O : Lo < 3 A
3.1.4 RALB AR E
S Ak B A5 S MRE AT 6% 1Y i 1 428 T 9850 PR ARG D0 8 R bl s ey 17, I Ak 1088 Sy 22 H B A0 4k R) 230, T i
F(x)=[f(x) fi(x) A(x)],
filx)=max(Bye),
f(x)=min(P.), (12)
f+(x)=min(z.),
Subject to xe R™,
A R IEAR R AR AR /() o (x) B f5(x) 43 S0k g 3 42 PT 981 91 Bl Buawe B FE P K T 1 5] ) = B s oI
BS b A RS T A T B b R R K B B T2 B O BRAR A o SRR b — i E bR E R AR
HA G, AN, B2 T MRE $RAT A5 09 0 125 1L 8 L 25 5 B0 FE 10 3G I S i iy Bf ) 1) SE 4, 552 s o7 oh — A A7
e L RRAR AR . 7 R Ok B ARt B bR sREUW B AR L B ANZ Z B AR ), 51 AACE IS, A
T AFRERE()(i=1,23) R T AE R 0(i=1,2,3), LIl L o, + 0+ o= 1, A8E R o, BT M T H
b bR f(x)TEZ H bR OLAb I B b g B AR B . 5| AU REUS , iR AL B AR s =R

F(x)=zwi~fi(x), 13

Subject toxe R",

H TR 4% 1 B 2 MIRE B0 i (9 8 RE A B , 20 e 2 D0 B RE 42 1 B 7 H s bR BRI s A 0 53 Bh L /N 19 i iz
R[] AT DA A 200 A2 e 2 R B A2 2R 8 9 5 TR B R RICR | 43 T 2 P e 97 B[] 5 H AR R B R AL . ZE A
FE L AR 3L T B b R R DB M B AT ) A R BRI [ A RO N 00 = 0.5, 0,=0.2
Mwy=03. KRB GIANGEMRE AT 4 B ALA 1 M0 &, [’ 8 MRE 047 &% 09 2 H R0 Ak 1R]
B 1 B H AR e AR ) R AL T H AR R B AR (13), SO0 1k B Ax sk R R R IR

Bure (x)- B, P.(x)-Py T (x)-1

F(x)=—mw,————+mw +miw
min F (x): (¥)=-mo, B, P, ) (14)

Subject to xe R™
K min F(x)FZREAL B AR R NME . 586, Bo, Py, to 9 — 4L AL B FR 09X 1 2 BB (8, 43 3% B R By =
550 mT,Py=50 W,z,=10 ms. m,,m,,m; H— 2 "% H, X (15) 83555 .
0, Bwre(x)>B, 0, P.(x)<P, 0, 7.(x)<t
"N Bue(x)<Bo |1, Po(x)=Py U1, n(x)z1
32 EFEEEIMERTEINKEHERKK
32,1 HATHEEE*®
WAL B LR B ATz N AR RE LB B KA @ R R EE T, AT DL Ak PR K b i e K £
Hn) T AR A ) R, SCrh SR A8 A% S 94 MRE $hAT a8 25 0 i D0 AL 53018 o SR AT BIR e 125 B B A ) 3 36 AR

(15)



% 4 % OB, F . AT BRBERIATRORASKAT EFR 103

A7 %8 MRE Ab 1) #2807 68 J3E , 42 1R SR FH 8t % B0 1 AN AT PRI I B 45 J v 6F MIRE $RUAT #8 2R 47 0k, XoF 1 4309
43 1) % JH MATLAB il COMSOL ¥ 528l . b, i T COMSOL /& )\ MATLAB 1) T H 4 & BTl %, 5
MATLAB A 52 % 3 25 () %} 44 1, il i LiveLink for MATLAB # e Bl o] 52 9 — 2 BE A, B4 J5 %F MRE 47
i i PL AL TR )7 38 i 7F MATLAB (9 A FR 45 th 4 B2 50 3 . MRE $UAT #8004k T2 5 K B3 vk an I 3(b) 7w
322 HhALAEAE

MRE $AUAT 45 (0 40 Ak 300 A 11 4 7, Hevp 3 4 300 0k i b B R /NI 8 Ol 20, it A AR B0 B o 50, 10k,
fE MATLAB I A A S 5 Ry , s E B R A 1 HAELARFZH T WHEIR T2 & x=
[ 360 X5 X3 X4 35 X6 X7 X5 X9 |, R T 5 A J5 S22 040 0 T, %6 77 A A Bl AL A 00 47 DY 8 1 A BCRE o LUK, 38 a3 LiveLink
for MATLAB f5 3t t MATLAB i 1] COMSOL , 344 R 4% 5 {E {% 88 3] COMSOL H, ## 37 MRE $4U47 #% 1) — 4
R XT R S A TR P 3k bR A3 U R A R A% K] A3 RN 5 AR LS 2 MIRE Ak 1) SF- 35 i 207 5
FE o fen, T MRE AT 28 B DUFE Po(x) LU 0 0 B[R] 7 (), 86 A MIRE Ab 1 249 R4 J8% 0 58 Blre (%) — 2
I8 R RE %) R 38 N FEAE . WIIR], MATLAB 43 552 B 57 38 RS 428 4t 45 B JF FR X F COMSOL, 1 #3045
AR 74 1k, 15 B A A

[ b, wm )

" i COMSOL
: Multiphysics D — ‘MATLAB
LATEB AR
* i
AR L TR R B fE
S ,
W A
1R S AF —
R FABE
=
I RI% R
f | i
;kﬁ | ﬁ{:ﬂ,,’,,fiq %Eﬁ
|

B4 MRALTEE
Fig. 4 Optimization flow chart

3.2.3 MRALLE R B 5

MRE $AA7 5 2544 B DL AL 45 3 AN S Bz o NP S(a) e il LA 31, 3P0 a0 A v i — (ORI B8 B R A 1R 1
IO B AAR PR 3k ) o (I Wi SI(ERL, ~F- 149 365 17 B8 (A 31 AU 38 B fe AR W 8, BIAE 31 A0S Rl A v i A7 > 4 28 38 31 e
PEAE . MRE AT & 9 ROF PL AL 45 AN 18 5(b) 7, ROSF S 80R OB S A AL )5 D #E % J= MRE 4k ~F- 2 % 12
O 558 JBE e FEL AL M RO B [ R RCUn R 1 s o 7R SA SR R T L AR R MRE $RAT i i 8% L 5 JEE 1) — 24 A U 4]
5()Fim. T LAF B, B ) ARG O i (1 B2 A0 RAL (U7 Sk ) U 6 BTG s B AR 58 B, 9 S A R 5 5l & 2
MRE X35 . [&] 5(d) & MRE $HAT & i B 5 B2 1) = 4k 70 A [, i 25 2R Bk — B IR W1 T A AL B3 ) 1k s A9 A 2%
Mo B 5(e) MAE 0-3A SN HLI T, B )2 MRE DX 3114 - 42 1 JE 10 56 J32 il PR W A2 A rey i 2k, l LR Y 0 R 7 56
JEE B Pl I R T 1 K, SR LR M DG R A R T S8 B MRE AT % 19 i W 7 40, iF — 20 SC 3 MRE W 4R R 401
B A o



104 TR K F F IR %46 %

1.6
0.16 @ —o— IR AR I BE(E 181 - Ny —— i,_ﬁ_ql L4
\ - o - P HE R g I 1.2
0.12 - g
a LREY ‘ il 10
2 08! g e | k 0.8
"; ? Q‘Ef 6 bt | 0.6
B ool ' [l [l i e o
VNN N ——— 0.2
0.00 . . . . . 0 I] ‘_ 0.0
0 10 20 30 40 50 Xy Xy X3 X4 Xs Xg Xy Xg Xg
B As kit
(a) Wesluth 2 (b) ALER () T HEREIB NI BE S
1.6 600 1
1.4 e S00F
g
1:2 oy F
= 400
1.0 ,ﬁ 300 -
0.8 & 200 |
06 & 100 -
0.4
0.2 ¢ 1 | | . I I .
0.0 0.0 05 1.0 15 2.0 25 3.0
HLIE/A
(d) ZYEREIRSL R 30 () BTk o7 5 85 I v, TR 7L AL It 28
5 ER
Fig. 5 Optimization results
F£1 MREHITHRHEMSH
Table 1 The structure parameters of MRE actuator
28 HE Z R K fH
X1 13 mm X7 11 mm
X 11 mm Xg 8 mm
X3 6 mm Xo 6 mm
X4 17 mm P, 44.05 W
X5 8 mm Bure 526.21 mT
Xg 3 mm T, 5.43 ms
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Fig. 6 The components and assembly drawing of MRE actuator

(a) WEHIIK R G
180 - —m— g - e N ) . 800 15 109 —3.56% -16.39% g
_ 150 e o 500 —e— iyt o 500 40>
£ 120 v é 400 e 400 4
% 90 o« %ﬂ 300 /.4:/ 300 3
gﬁ‘ 60 & 200 x e 560 20|,
w20 00 / 100 1
oET | ERmm Op” | BWMREXE oL . . 0

00 05 10 15 20 25 30 00 05 10 15 20 25 3.0 By P, ., °

HY/A HLJ/A

(b)) F4izs S KIS IR 5 B 1 (c) B2 MRE X ISR% 80 58 B 1 (d) YAkt 5 MR Rt 1
D FLA A5 SR 05 ELAE 45251

7  MRE #1725 B9 i F 38
Fig.7 Test and evaluation of MRE actuator
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