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A: We’ Il miss Bill and Agatha, won’t we?

B: Well, we’ll all miss Bill.
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(1) Peel these potatoes.

(2) Hand me the newspaper.

(3) Sit down.

(4) Look at that.

(5) Enjoy your holiday.

(6) Have another sandwich.
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Teacher; John, you really did an excellent job to-
day!

Student A :Thank you,sir!

Student B: No, not at all. You must be joking.
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A Comparative Study of the Politeness Principle in Chinese and English
ZHOU Yi-xi', YANG Guo-ping’
(1. Chongqing Vocational Institute of Engineering and Technology ,Chongqing 400037 ,China
2. Foreign Language College , Chongging University , Chongqing 400030 ,China)

Abstract: Politeness is one of the most important instruments in maintaining personal relationship in society.
As a potential agreement, it has the power of restricting social members’ speech acts. Virtually speaking, the two
Politeness Principles are the same; however, due to the influence of different factors such as history, culture, soci-
ety, and context, this two principles still has got something different. Based on the Chinese Politeness Principles,
this paper tries to make a contrast between these two Politeness Principles, so as to find the differences, thus, we
can communicate with foreigners more easily.

Key words: politeness principles; difference; contrast
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