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On developing formative assessment in teaching
DING Ke', LUO Ying-she’

(1. College of Civil Engineering and Mechanics, Ceniral South University of Foresiry and Technology, Changsha 410004,
Hunan, P. R. China; 2. Institute of Rheological Mechanics & Material Engineering, Central South University of Forestry
and Technology, Changsha 41004, Hunan, P. R. China)

Abstract: Using the summative assessment in the teaching has some shortcomings, including the fuzzy testing
goal, the monotonous testing content, the loose test process and the cheating in the exam. The importance of
formative assessment was analyzed. It is conducive to the comprehensive assessment of students’ abilities and is
useful to cultivate students’ innovative consciousness and practical ability. The formative assessment can improve
the teaching effect. According to different curriculum characters, the evaluation system of formative assessment was
proposed in the paper. For the theory course, the evaluation system includes classroom questions, discussions,
notes, working papers, attendance and examination. For the course including practice content, the evaluation
system should also include the practice part.

Keywords: formative assessment; summative assessment; teaching
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