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Univ. of Texas at Austin CE306K 3
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Univ. of Texas at Arlington CE 4321 3
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Comparison of teaching contents and teaching style of foundation engineering course in

Chinese and American Universities
WANG Dong-yuan, MAO Cui, ZHAO Jian-jun, LIU Shuang-ju, LIU Zhong-xian
(Tianjin Key Laboratory of Soft Soil and Engineering Characteristics, Department of Civil Engineering, Tianjin Institute of
Urban Construction , Tianjin 300384, P. R. China)

Abstract: Based on the education, engineering and teaching practice, we compared teaching time and
contents of foundation engineering course in Chinese and American universities. Moreover, Chinese teaching style
and American teaching style were studied and compared generally and the teaching practice adopting American
teaching styles with Chinese characteristics in Tianjin Institute of Urban Construction was introduced. We pointed
out that American education may be misunderstood by Chinese teachers. We thought that encouraging students to
develop their own ideas about content issues and cultivating students with pouring styles was not in conflict.
Homework, reference reading, and strict training were very important to cultivate students’ comprehensive quality.

Keywords: American teaching style with Chinese characteristics; foundation engineering; teaching content

comparison
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