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Comparison of teaching methods of highway surveying and design course

in China and the U. S. A.
YANG Yonghong "*, JIANG Yi *, YU Jiangmiao ', FU Xinsha '
(1. School of Civil Engineering and Transportation, South China University of Technology, Guangzhou,
Guangdong 510640, P. R. China
2. College of Technology, Purdue University, West Lafayeite 47907, U. S. A. )

Abstract: Highway surveying and design is an essential course of civil engineering specialty in China as well
as in the U. S. A. The paper presents results of a study on the teaching methods utilized in two universities of the
two countries. Differences in the teaching methods are identified through course designs and teaching practices.
The weights of homework assignments, quizzes, exams, designing labs, and field activities are compared
quantitatively. The results show that, with a well designed course and well organized teaching practice, the
effectiveness of teaching can be greatly enhanced.

Keywords: teaching methods; highway surveying and design; course design
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