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Comparative study of practical teaching for engineering management

specialty of China and the United States
ZHU Lianbo', GAO Jerry’, ZHANG Wei’
(1. Department of Engineering Management , School of Civil Engineering, Lanzhou Jiaotong University , Lanzhou 73000, P. R. China;
2 Department of Construction Management and Engineering, North Dakota State University , North Dakota SSI2, USA;
3 School of Civil Engineering, Huazhong University of Science and Technology , Wuhan 43004, P. R. China)

Abstract: The construction industry and engineering management fields have high demands on students’
professional skills and practical ability. The engineering management education, however, has been focusing more
on classroom theories than industry professional skills or student hands-on practice. In contrast, engineering
education in the United States traditionally emphasizes student practice and hands-on skills. We compared and
analyzed different models, approaches and effects in developing students’ professional skills of engineering
management between Chinese and American construction majors. General recommendations were made to reform
the engineering management education in China.

Keywords: China; the United States; engineering management; practical teaching; comparative study
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