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Interactive teaching with case studies for sociology of

disaster course for civil engineering discipline
REN Xiaosong, ZHOU Qiushang
(College of Civil Engineering, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, P. R. China)

Abstract: The sociology of disaster is an optional course for postgraduates majored in civil engineering of
Tongji University. It is different from the traditional courses concerning engineering structures. The basic concepts
and features of disaster, and the relationship between human and disaster are involved in the course. The main
purpose of this course is to cultivate students’ social view on disaster. Based on the teaching practice over ten
years, we formed a teaching model with interactive discussions on different cases. Typical cases were presented in
the class with interactive discussion. And the students were required to write papers on current hot events to give
their own views. Based on further discussion in class, new teaching cases were formed to enrich the teaching
content.

Keywords: disaster; social attribute; interactive teaching by case discussion
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